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Rev. Raygan Baker to Speak to 
TSA / RCIC on Thursday, May 17 

   Rev. Raygan Baker will be the guest 
speaker at the Rainbow Catholic Interfaith 
Coalition / Tri-State Alliance joint meeting on 
Thursday, May 17 at 6:30pm at St. Lucas 
United Church of Christ, 33 West Virginia 
Street in Evansville. Rev. Baker is passionate 
about helping people connect their faith to 
every part of their lives. He currently does 

this in his role as Minister of Children, Youth, and Young Adults at Bethel 
United Church of Christ. He has previously served in many ministry settings, 
from 1000+ member congregations to rural churches, and in the National 
Parks. He is a graduate of Seattle Pacific University, earned his M.Div. from 
Duke Divinity School, with a concentration in gender, sexuality, and ministry, 
and is ordained in the United Church of Christ. While at Duke, he co-chaired 
Sacred Worth, a group that seeks to provide a safe space for LGBTQ+ stu-
dents, as well as advocacy and educational opportunities for the larger Duke 
community. As an out gay man, Raygan is happy to share from his experi-
ences and reflections of incorporating his sexuality into his faith and practice 
of ministry, as well as from those he has journeyed with along the way.  
   Future meetings of the Rainbow Catholic Interfaith Coalition include: a joint 
Pride Service on Thursday, June 21 at 6:30pm at Fresh Air Community of 
Faith in Evansville; Father Steve Lintzenich speaking to the group on Thurs-
day, July 19 at 6:30pm at St. Lucas United Church of Christ; and a luncheon 
and guest speaker on Saturday, Aug. 11. 

 

Check out the updated TSA Web Site: 

TSAGL.org 



In Memoriam: Brian “Bub” Thene 

 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Brian "Bub" Thene passed away in his sleep, at his home, 
January 3, 2018. His parents, Monty and Linda Thene and 
brother, Ben (wife Stephani) loved and supported him very 
much. He came out late in life but doing so allowed him to  re-
gain his happiness and sense of self. He had a smile that 
could light up a room and was the kindest and most   gener-
ous man we've ever known. He is deeply missed, but his kind-
ness lives on in all of us. His favorite movie was "The 
Shawshank Redemption," and we want everyone to know, 
"Hope is a good thing, maybe the best of things, and no good 
thing ever dies." 

In Memorial: Phillip Ford 

 

 

 

 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Not all heroes wear capes. Some of the biggest heroes  qui-
etly support their families and have open minds and open 
hearts and are heroes because they consistently are good 
solid honorable people. Phillip Ford was a hero. 

 

MEMORIAL DONATIONS 
In Memory of Brian “Bub” Thene by Ben Thene 
In Memory of Brian “Bub” Thene by Mary Jean Wolf 
In Memory of Phillip Ford by Kimberly Sullivan Family 





Volunteer Quilters needed for Quilt 
made from AIDS Walk t-shirts 

   The Tri-State Alliance AIDS Holiday Project is looking 
for a volunteer to help make 2 quilts from AIDS Walk t-
shirts. IF you can help, please contact Wally Paynter at 
812-480-0204 or wallypaynter@aol.com. 





cMoe is excited to announce, that Nathan McCullough-Haddix (pictured on the 
left) has been appointed the Deputy Director of the Louis J. Koch Family Chil-
dren's Museum of Evansville. 
 

“As a child, Hands On Discovery was a space that allowed me to both discover 
and express myself creatively without judgement or expectation. Over the 
course of the last four years as Director of Guest Services, I have witnessed 
first-hand the incredible impact cMoe is still having as we aim to educate and 
inspire a whole new generation of bold, compassionate, artistic, and self-
assured future leaders here within our very own community.” 

 

The Tri-State Alliance congratulates Nate on his new position at the children’s 
Museum of Evansville. 





Students weigh in on Illinois LGBT history class bill 
WPSDLocal6.com 

 

MURPHYSBORO, IL —  Your child may soon start learning about a new topic in their history class. 
 A bill discussed in the Illinois House would require public schools to acknowledge the LGBTQ figures that have made an impact on history. The bill has not 
passed yet, but it’s getting a lot of attention. Did you know some of the leaders who helped shape America may have identified as being a part of the LGBTQ 
community? Their sexuality may have stopped them from receiving the recognition they deserved. Murphysboro High School student Melissa Brady said 
LGBTQ history is American History. “Just like we teach about Martin Luther King, we should be teaching about Marsha P. Johnson,” said Brady. Brady is 
bisexual and the president of the gay-straight alliance club at her school. She said she would love to see the bill become law. “It seems like we as a socie-
ty are moving so quickly towards true equality,” said Brady. Murphysboro High School has a diverse population. History teacher Stacie Tefft said it’s im-
portant to her to give her class a well-rounded education. 
   “I think it’s important for them to see they are not different. They are not singled out. Just because you are a part of that  community, doesn’t mean what 
you do is not important,” said Tefft. Members of the LGBTQ community said it would be a victory to see themselves represented  in the pages of history text-
books. “It’s so important to see someone like you, and see it’s OK, and to have history and validation. It’s the first step towards a much greater future for 
LGBT people,” said Brady. It’s a first step they have been fighting for a long time. If the bill passes, it will take effect July 1, 2018. 









TSA Pride Prom 2018 Was a GREAT Success! 
The Event is the largest LGBTQ event in the Tri-State Region 
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TSA Pride Prom 2018 Was a GREAT Success! 
The Event is the largest LGBTQ event in the Tri-State Region 



3statealliance@gmail.com 
OR call 812-480-0204 



UE Drag Show is a Success! 



For Sale: Split, seasoned 

FIREWOOD 
Free delivery within Evansville. Proceeds donated to 

TSA Holiday Project. $110/pick-up load.  
Contact Bruce Wright 

(812) 422-9155 OR anbrwright@twc.com  

Little Things can make a difference! The 
Schnucks at Washington Avenue and Green 
River Road declined to make a transgender 
cake that a mom wanted for her child. One 

phone call from TSA to the Schnucks manager 
and they agreed to make the cake. 

https://us-mg5.mail.yahoo.com/compose?to=anbrwright@twc.com




Singers Needed for New LGBTQ+ Chorus 

Quarryland Men’s Chorus performed a concert at the Evansville 

Grace & Peace Lutheran Church in March, as part of an effort to kick-

off a local chorus that consists of the lesbian, gay, bisexual, 

transgender and queer members (and their straight-supportive 

friends). If you are interested in being a part of this new Diversity 

Chorus, please contact James Sullivan at jmsulli36@gmail.com. 



KissFM 106.1 Names Wally Paynter 
One of Most Influential in Evansville 

Those Named Were 

1. Evansville Mayor Lloyd WInnecke 
2. Meteorologist Ron Rhodes 
3. Amy Word-Smith, Owner Lamasco Bar and Dapper Pig 
4. Billy Bolin, Evansville Chief of Police 
5. Jason Cullum, Evansville Police Spokesperson 
6. Wally Paynter, Tri-State Alliance President 
7. Missy Mosby, Evansville City Council Member 
8. Evansville Watch, monitors police radio 
9. Dave Wedding, Vanderburgh County Sheriff  
10.  Phillip Smith, Evansville Police Officer 
11.  Don Mattingly, Former MLB Player, Miami Marlins Manager 
12. West Side Nut Club 
13.  Linda White, Former CEO Deaconess 
14.  Ron Romain, Businessman & Philanthropist 
15. Courtney Johnson, Young & Established 
16.  Stacey Godbold, Project Reveal 
17.  Billy the Flag Man, Inspirational Patriot 
18.  Youth First Inc. 

TSA Diversity Film Series 
Tuesday, May 29, 6pm, Free 

Central Library Browning Room B 
200 SE Martin L. King Jr. Blvd., Downtown Evansville 





On the USI Campus 

POSTAGE STAMPS NEEDED 
   TSA continues our letter writing campaign to the EVSC School 
Board asking them to add gender identity to the school’s non-
discrimination policy. We have mailed 100s of handwritten letters to 
each of the 7 board members. We need donations of stamps to 
help with this campaign .  

   You can drop off rolls or sheets of stamps at the TSA offices, 
501 John Street Suite 5, Evansville IN 47713; 
   You can order stamps online at https://store.usps.com/store/
product/buy-stamps/harvey-milk-S_472004 and have them 
shipped to the Tri-State Alliance, 501 John Street Suite 5, Ev-
ansville IN 47713; 
   You can mail a check to TSA, 501 John Street Suite 5, Ev-
ansville IN 47713; 
   Or make an online donation at http://tsagl.org/donate.html 

Letter Received by Lamasco Bar in 2015 
   A walk down memory lane...this letter was received by Amy Rivers 
Word-Smith in April 2015. They were complaining about Lamasco Bar’s 
support of the LGBTQ community. The Tri-State Alliance thanks Amy, 
David, Chris and the Lamasco Bar owners, staff and patrons for their 
continued support of TSA and the LGBTQ communities. 

http://tsagl.org/donate.html


 

Save the Date: Sunday, Aug. 12 

TSA Celebrity Dinner 
Evansville’s Largest & Most Successful HIV Charity Event 



Pride Service 
Thursday, June 21 
6pm Reception  6:30pm Service 

Fresh Air Community of Faith 
200 S. Boeke Road, Evansville 

 

Co-sponsored by 
Fresh Air Community of Faith 

Rainbow Catholic Interfaith Coalition  

Tri-State Alliance 

Owensboro Pride 
Volunteer Meeting 

Monday, May 14, 6pm 
Mellow Mushroom Meeting Room 

101 W. 2nd Street, Owensboro 
 
 
 
 
 

Evansville Area Justice 
Coalition Strategy Meeting:  
Asking EVSC to add Gender Identity 

to their non-discrimination policy 

Tuesday, May 15, Noon 
TSA Offices, 501 John Street Suite 5, Evansville 



Being Transparent 
Transgender youth find it difficult to be themselves 

By Marisa Patwa, The Warrick County Standard, WarrickNews.com, April 26, 2018 
 

   He danced the night away in his blue tuxedo with drag queens and kings, gay kids, lesbian kids, gender-fluid kids and transgender kids, elated that he was surrounding 
by peers just like him. Gwynn Brown, an 18-year-old transgender male and Castle High School student, decided to ditch his senior prom at Castle on April 14 to instead 
attend Pride Prom, the annual dance celebration for local LGBTQ youth and community members to feel included and safe. 
   "I knew I was going to a place where I could be a boy covered in glitter and rainbows and get whoops of approval over whispers of disgust," he said. "I didn't even think 
about how people probably see me as a girl in a suit, because I just felt so accepted and respected." Alongside Brown were 16-year-old CHS sophomore River, who did 
not want to use his last name out of fear of retaliation from his "religious" grandparents, and 19-year-old Tecumseh High School and Warrick County Education Center al-
um Skylar Julian, who all felt ostracized and unsafe as trans students at their respective schools. 

   All three are transgender males, which means they were assigned female at birth. Brown said he was 15 when he started to 
feel like like he wasn't feminine, while River started feeling that way when he was 11 and Julian said he started presenting him-
self as male and using male pronouns at the end of 2014. "It's sort of hard for me," River said. "I've always been uncomfortable 
in my body." 
   Brown said he has identified as both genderfluid and as a trans man, but feels more comfortable now identifying as a trans 
man. "Gender fluid is when your gender fluctuates," he said. "Some days you can be both and bounce around the spectrum." 
Brown said he started realizing how stereotypically un-girly he felt both physically and emotionally when he started high school. 
"Freshmen year, all the girls were into makeup," he said, "and I was angry and hurt because I wasn't." 
   Brown said it wasn't until he saw Kurt and Blaine from "Glee" -- the first openly gay teen couple on TV -- that he realized that 
he didn't feel like he identified as a female. "Blaine always wore bow ties," he said. "And it morphed into feeling like I wanted to 
dress like that like a guy." Brown said he was confused about his emotions and didn't really know he was trans. "I Googled it 
and there was a stereotypical picture of a girl looking in the mirror seeing a big, buff guy," he said. "And I just wanted to die." 
   Brown said his family was mostly accepting when he came out as transgender this past New Year's, but that he did lose some 
close friends. "I was best friends with someone," he said, "but when I brought up being gender fluid, she didn't get it and didn't 
want to learn." River said his family has not been accepting of his transition. 
   "My grandparents don't even know," he said. "They are very religious and not accepting. And my aunt used to 'pray the gay' 
away."  
Despite River's coming out, his father said the most soul crushing phrase you could say to a trans person: "My dad told me, ' I 

am never really going to be a boy.'" CONTINUED ON NEXT PAGE 

 

Castle High School Senior and Transgender Male Gwynn Brown hangs out at Newburgh Starbucks. 
 



Being Transparent Continued (page 2) 
By Marisa Patwa, The Warrick County Standard, WarrickNews.com, April 26, 2018 

 

Bullying 
   Brown and River said they have both experienced bullying at Castle for being transgender. "I was bullied a lot my freshman year," River said. "A guy walked up to me 
once and said, 'River, are you a girl or a boy?' And a lot of straight boys take pics of me in class without my permission and upload it to Snapchat as a joke." "I've been 
called a faggot," Brown said. "I've been beaten up at parties," River said. 
   Julian said he was mostly bullied by other boys "who like to crack jokes and one threatened to shoot me, and the rest were gi rls who would have bullied anyone, and me 
being trans was more of point to pick on me, but not the reason -- they were just rotten high school girls." 
   Brown said he thinks these students bully them because they are scared of the unknown. " 'I don't understand you so I'm going to lash out,' " he said. "Homophobia and 
transphobia have always existed," River said. "It's been around forever and it's not going anywhere." 
    Warrick County School Superintendent Brad Schneider said he is not aware of bullying at any of the schools. "They are treated just like any other student and if they are 
being bullied or experiencing problems from other students, they need to report that to an administrator," he said. "But I don't see any problems with bullying with trans, 
lesbian or gay students. And if there is, then we will address it." 
 

Using the right pronouns 
   When it comes to using their correct pronouns in the classroom, both River and Gwynn are nervous to ask 
their teachers to use them. "It almost feels like too much too ask," Brown said. "It almost seems like a bur-
den. I don't know why it feels rude but it just does." "But you wouldn't like it if you were called John and want-
ed to go by Johnathan," River said. 
   River said people think they are over dramatic when requesting to use the right pronouns and Brown said 
they see them as just wanting attention. "They see us as special snowflakes and they see us as crazy devil 
worshipers." Brown said. "And if God made me this way, well then he made me trans." River said only two 
out of his seven teachers use his correct pronouns. 
   "It's OK if they make mistakes," he said. "As long as they try." "Trying is amazing," Brown said. "They say it 
once and it's just great. My French teacher even asked me if I wanted to choose a male French name over a 
female one for class." Julian said he had a teacher at Tecumseh who was understanding of him being 
transgender. "She even offered to change my picture in the yearbook so I faced the same way as the 
males," he said, "but apologized for not being able to adjust my name." 
   Brown said there was one instance where he as nominated in both the male and female categories for 
senior superlatives. He was called to the principal's office and asked if he was sure if he wanted to be cho-
sen for the male one. "My mom then called and said, 'why are there even gender categories,' " Brown said. "It 
felt so ridiculous. I got pulled out of class so he could ask my permission to be myself." 
 

Gwynn Brown and his Date Victoria Stills before the Tri-State       
Alliance Pride Prom on April 14. 

 



Being Transparent Continued (page 3) 
By Marisa Patwa, The Warrick County Standard, WarrickNews.com, April 26, 2018 

 

The bathroom issue 
   Another problem transgender students face in Warrick County is which bathroom they can use at school. It's an issue that has been highlighted recently with the Evans-
ville-Vanderburgh County School Corporation. A teen male is currently suing the EVSC, under the guidance of the ACLU, for not al lowing him to use the bathroom he iden-
tifies with and instead forcing him to use the nurse's bathroom. 
   Julian claims he ended up withdrawing from the Warrick Education Center because of the 
bathroom issue. "There was an incident where someone took the time to peep on me in the 
men's restroom and told the principal," he said. "The principal never addressed the fact the 
student had obviously violated my privacy, and was extremely disrespectful about my names 
and pronouns screaming at me and my mother that, "I was a female and I had no rights in 'his 
school.' " 
   Drew Gerth, Warrick Education Center principal, said he offered Julian the opportunity to use 
a single stall in the office that could be locked. "The bathroom that Skylar (Julian) wanted to 
use had two open urinals and a stall," he said. "I understand Skylar's rights, but the other peo-
ple in the building have rights, too." Brown said he often waits to use the bathroom after school 
during art club. 
   "I don't even test it during school because I still look so feminine," he said. Although he pre-
fers using the boys bathroom, River said he uses the girls out of fear of retribution from class-
mates and the school administration. "If I go into the boys bathroom, I get [ragged] on," he 
said. "And if I use the girl's bathroom, they say, 'you're a guy, leave.' " 
   Brown said he wishes there were gender neutral bathrooms at school. "We could have gen-
der neutral bathrooms with urinals and stalls," he said. "So you don't have to worry about get-
ting punched in the face." River said he is not sure that gender neutral bathrooms are the right 
solution. 
   "...Because I don't want some football player going in and hurting some girl," he said. Schnei-
der said that the school does not have an exact policy regarding transgender students using 
the bathrooms. "What we've done is, we've handled each of these cases by a case by case 
basis," he said. "We try to meet with a parent and a student and work with any logical issues 
that they may raise. And we do make unisex restrooms available if they so voice a desire." 
   Schneider said they won't add a policy about the bathroom use until the EVSC case is set-
tled. "We are aware of the Evansville case and this will have to run its course through the 
courts," he said. "And once we get to the day where the courts decide, then we will put togeth-
er a policy so we will be in compliance with that." CONTINUED on NEXT PAGE 

Gwynn Brown and his sister Olivia Brown at a Pride 
 Parade Last Summer. 



Being Transparent Continued (page 4) 
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After graduation 
   Besides being bullied, Brown and River deal with the uncomfortableness of wearing chest binders all day at school. "I wear a binder every day -- only eight hours during 
school -- but it hurts my ribs," Brown said. "Half the day I have boobs and half the day I don't." 
   "I've gone a full 16 hours in a binder," River said. "And my ribs were crying." Before he ordered his binder online, River said he would wear 15 sports bras on top of each 
other. "The first time I put on the binder, I felt really great and prideful," he said. 
   Both Brown and River said they plan to save up money to have surgery to complete their transitions. Brown said he doesn't feel like his life would be worth living if he is 
still physically a female in his 20s. "If the future comes and I am not on testosterone yet, it will all go down hill," he said. "I'm so excited to get the scars on my chest from 
surgery." "It will make me feel so much better," River said. 
   Both River and Brown plan to leave the Newburgh area as well. "I want to leave as soon as I can," River said. "I'm thinking Portland, Oregon. Anywhere but the Bible 
belt." River said he'd like to live in Hackensack, New Jersey, where he'd get involved in activism, hopefully start art college and start transitioning. 

   Brown said he may change his name to something more masculine such as Elliot. 
"I'm thinking of changing mine to Joel," River said. Brown said he likes to dress flam-
boyantly sometimes and wears glitter and makeup and wants to experiment with be-
ing a drag queen when he's older. 
   "But as a man, I'm scared if I walk home alone that someone is going to hurt me," 
he said. "I want to transition and dress the way I want to, but I don't want my bones 
ripped out." Brown, River and Julian all agreed that there needs to be more protection 
for trans youth in the Warrick County School System. "Warrick schools are not a safe 
space for trans students because of the high tolerance for bullying due to lack of trans 
sensitivity training in the staff," Julian said. "And you can't expect the teachers to help 
the students learn to be accepting or even stand up and be accepting of their trans 
students if they are uneducated in how to be a ally and advocate for these trans stu-
dents." 
   "They always preach about diversity and that they are anti-bullying," Brown said. 
"But a lot of the jocks and gold star students do the most bullying." River and Brown 
both said they feel unsafe at school. "I am sometimes scared I'm going to get killed," 
River said. "I'm always looking over my shoulder every five seconds." 
   For now, Brown and River said they have found sanctuary at Castle during lunch 
time. "We sit at the gay table," Brown said. "But we are the only trans kids." Both are 
also members of the transgender support group sponsored by the Tri-State Alliance. 
"I just like being around people who are like me," River said. 
 

Gwynn Brown with a Pride Flag last August. 



AIDS Candlelight Vigil 
Sunday, May 6, 2018, 6pm 

Church of Good Shepherd United Church of Christ 
515 S. Orchard Drive, Carbondale 

A Reception will Immediately Follow the Service 



Tri-State Alliance President recently met with Attorney William Tanoos of Terre 
Haute, who is running to represent the 8th District of Indiana in the US Congress. 

They discussed a variety of economic and equality concerns. 



TSA was represented at the YWCA Evansville Stand 

Against Racism Day at University of Evansville on April 25 



Volunteer for 2018 

Pride Events! 

 

In Owensboro, join the 

Facebook group: 

TSA Owensboro Pride Volunteers 

 

In Evansville, join the 

Facebook group: 

Tri-State Alliance Volunteers 



Carol Tenhumberg Spoke to the EVSC School Board on April 9 
    Hello, my name is Carol Tenhumberg. 
   I attended EVSC schools grades K thru 12, as have my children, my grandchildren and now my 
great-grandchildren. 
   It saddens me greatly that the bullying and the prejudice have grown steadily worse, despite our 
superintendent's assurances that we have NO problems in our schools. 
   Concerned people, such as myself, have asked repeatedly that gender identity be added to 
EVSC's non-discrimination policy, with no success! 
   I am the proud great-grandmother of an intelligent, caring, talented student in  middle school. He 
is trans-gendering from female to male. He has received good support from many teachers and 
close friends but is still bullied by other students on a daily basis.  
   Can you imagine the position he faced when the school he attends suddenly announced that 
because the lunchroom was over crowded, from that day forward the girls would have lunch and 
then later the boys would have lunch. Most students had no idea that my great- grandson was 
transgender, but since he chose to have lunch with the boys, now the bullying is even worse! 
   The Tri-State Alliance group, which helps and supports gay, lesbian, bi-sexual and transgender 

young people, has repeatedly offered to work with EVSC staff and has made several recommendations that would help make EVSC schools 
safer for ALL students. Each time, Dr. Smith indicated that no further meetings or help from TSA were needed! 
   I cannot bear to hear of another young person ending their own precious life because of the bullying and prejudice going on in our schools. 
We must move out of the dark ages and work toward the inclusion and affirmation of LGBT students in our schools!  
   I ask you tonight to PLEASE add gender identity to the EVSC non-discrimination policy! 
   If "e is for everyone" is the new branding for our city - why not in our schools? 
   Thank you! 

 

TSA is Organizing Speakers for EVERY School Board Meeting for 2018 
   At the end of each school board meeting, the board gives members of the public up to 3 minutes to say what they want to the school board. The Tri-
State Alliance is looking for speakers for every school board meeting of the year.  Can you help us out and speak at one of their upcoming meetings? We 
do have on speaker already lined up for the May 7 meeting. Their upcoming meetings are held at 5:30pm on the following dates in 2018: Monday May 7; 
Tuesday May 29; Monday June 11; Monday June 25; Monday July 9; Monday July 23; Monday Aug. 13; Monday Aug. 27; Monday Sept. 10; Monday Sept. 
24; Monday Oct. 15; Monday Oct. 29; Tuesday Nov. 13; Monday Nov. 26; and Monday Dec 10. 
   If you can help, please contact Wally Paynter at 812-480-0204 or wallypaynter@aol.com. You turn in a slip (provided at the meeting) at the beginning of 
school board. They will call your name, you have 3 minutes to speak, and you start with your name and your Vanderburgh County address at the start of 
speaking. If you can provide a copy of your talk to TSA, we will post it on Facebook and also print it in our monthly newsletter. 
 


