
TSA News 
April 2015   Volume 33 Issue 4 

AIDS Holiday Project 
Car Wash is April 25 

   The Tri-State Alliance AIDS Holi-
day Project is hosting a car wash 
on Saturday, April 25 from 11am—
3pm at the CVS Pharmacy at the 
Corner of US Highway 41 and 
Washington Avenue. All proceeds 
benefit the Tri-State Alliance AIDS 
Holiday Project. 
   Volunteers and corporate spon-
sors are being sought to help with 
the event. Currently students from 
the TSA Youth Group and the USI 
Psychology Club are providing vol-
unteers. The USI Psychology Club 

has also raised money to be a sponsor. 
   To volunteer to help with the event, please contact Wally 
at wallypaynter@icloud.com or 812-480-0204; or Brian at 

brijorgens@gmail.com or 812-760-2933. 

Evansville Pride Prom is April 11 
Vincennes Pride Prom is April 18 

   The 14th Annual Tri-State Alliance Pride Prom will be held this Saturday, April 11 from 7pm—12 midnight at the 
Evansville Airport Holiday Inn on US Highway 41. Cost to attend is $10. Over 900 students attended last year’s 
event. The night will feature dancing, appetizers at 8pm, a drag show at 9pm and the crowning of 3 royalty 
(queen, king and in-between) at 9:30pm. There will also be a chance for attendees to take a picture and/or to take 
a short video promoting Prom 2016 and talking about the Indiana Religious Freedom Law. 
   An After Prom Party has been scheduled for 11pm—3am at El Rio Mexican Restaurant and Night Club, 1919 N. 
Green River Road in Evansville. All ages are welcome, the cover charge is $15 and food will be available until 
2am. A drag show will begin at 11:30pm. 
   This is also the first year of the TSA Vincennes Pride Prom, being held from 7pm—12 midnight (eastern time) 
on the Vincennes University Campus in the Belles Gym. Cost to attend is $10 a person, and a drag show will be 
held from 9-10pm with performers from Terre Haute featuring Keisha Von Lord of Zimmarss. 



 CONGRATULATIONS 
The Tri-State Alliance congratulates 

Karen & Tammy Vaughn-

Kajmowicz for the diversity award 

they received from Leadership  

Evansville. They are pictured to the 

left with their children.  

 

TSA congratulates TSA President 

Wally Paynter for receiving a  

Leadership / Social Award from  

the National Association of Social 

Workers.  

 

Below left he is pictured with TSA 

Board member Elliot Howard, TSA 

volunteer Nathan Payne and AIDS 

Holiday Project volunteer Kathy 

DiDomizio. Below right he is  

pictured with USI’s Dr. Kathy 

Elpers, the recipient of the Social 

Worker of the Year Award from  

the NASW. 



2015 Discrimination Approved / Endorsed by 
the Indiana General Assembly & Governor 

 

The following elected officials are among those who voted in favor of legalizing 
discrimination against the LGBT community. 

 

Indiana Governor Mike Pence 
State Rep. Ron Bacon of Boonville 
State Rep. Mike Braun of Jasper 
State Rep. Wendy McNamara of Mt. Vernon 
State Rep. Holli Sullivan of Evansville 
State Rep. Thomas Washburne of Vincennes 
State Senator Vaneta Becker of Evansville 
State Senator Jim Tomes of Wadesville 

 

All of these elected officials (except Sen. Tomes) voted in favor of a 
‘correction’ of the bill after a public relations firestorm erupted against the 
Indiana elected officials and their actions. 





Over 400 Attend the Southern IL 

AIDS Walk, $7,000 Raised at Event 









The Tri-State Alliance thanks Melissa Ray, the Carbondale 

Wedding Garden and ALL of the performers and artists who 

donated their time and talents to make this benefit for the 

Southern Illinois AIDS Holiday Project a GREAT success! 



TSA Office / 

Youth Group 

Needs Donations 
 

Coca-Cola products 

Bottled Water 

Food for weekly meetings 

US Postage Stamps 

Donations for youth group 

special events 
(movies, bowling, theater events, putt putt golf, 

attending out-of town LGBT events)   

 

To make a donation, contact 

Wally at 812-480-0204 or 

wallypaynter@icloud.com 

 

Or send a check to 
TSA Youth Group 

PO Box 2901 

Evansville, IN 47728 

or donate online at 

www.TSAGL.org 

INTERNS NEEDED 
The Tri-State Alliance is seeking 2 interns 

for this summer and 2 interns for the fall. 

One intern will serve as a project manag-

er for the AIDS Holiday Project and one 

intern will serve as a project manager for 

the TSA Youth Group / TSA Education & 

Outreach. Internships are for college 

credit only. For more information contact 

Wally at wallypaynter@icloud.com or 812

-480-0204. 













 

Support a worthy cause & shop online at 

www.broadwaycares.org 

 

 



For Sale: Split, seasoned 

FIREWOOD 
Free delivery within Evansville. All proceeds are donated to the Tri-State 

AIDS Holiday Project. $95/pick-up load. Cash only please. Contact Bruce 

Wright (812) 422-9155, anbrwright@twc.com  

https://us-mg5.mail.yahoo.com/compose?to=anbrwright@twc.com


TSA Seeks Volunteers To 

Help Expand Services 
 

 The Tri-State Alliance is seeking volunteers to help us expand our services. To  

volunteer, please contact Wally Paynter at wallypaynter@aol.com or 812-480-0204. 

 Among some of the volunteer positions are: * AIDS Holiday Project Co-Chair * Arts 

and Theater Coordinator (help increase LGBT art and theater in our region) * Grant 

Writer * HIV Prevention Coordinator (find new locations for condom distribution and 

help coordinate HIV educational events) * Owensboro AIDS Walk Co-Chair * Re-

gional Gay/Straight Alliance Director (coordinate and support GSAs in the Tri-State 

and encourage / help new GSAs to form) * Social Media Coordinator * Southern IL 

AIDS Walk Chair and Co-Chair * Vincennes AIDS Walk Co-Chair. 



SAVE THE DATES: 

TSA Pride Prom Saturday, April 11, 2015 
Vincennes TSA Pride Prom, Saturday, April 18, 2015 

TSA Pride Picnic Sunday, June 14, 2015 
TSA Owensboro Pride Picnic Sunday June 28 2015 
TSA Celebrity Dinner, Sunday, Aug. 16, 2015 
TSA Halloween Dance, Saturday, Oct. 31, 2015 

TSA Pride Prom 2016 Saturday, April 9, 2016 



Keep up with us 

on FACEBOOK! 

 

‘Like’ the  

Tri-State Alliance  

and the  

Tri-State AIDS 

Holiday Project 

TSA Offers Educational 
Presentations 

 TSA volunteers Kelley Coures, Stephanie Decker and 
Wally Paynter are available to speak to classes and 
groups on the following LGBT and HIV topics. TSA re-
quests that you contact us as much in advance as pos-
sible to arrange for one of these presentations. 
 The following presentations are made by TSA VP Kel-
ley Coures, who can be reached at kcoures@aol.com 
Aging Issues in the LGBT Population of America 
Gay & Lesbian Images in American Film  
The Hidden Holocaust  
4000 Years of GLBT History  
 Stephanie Decker does a short presentation on Cyber-
bullying. She can be reached at  
Decker-Stephanie@rvbh.com . 
 Wally Paynter gives presentations on Working with 
Diverse Populations and also Current Issues in the 
HIV / AIDS Pandemic. He can be reached at 812-480-
0204 or wallypaynter@aol.com. 

Remember TSA in 

Your Will By Wally Paynter 

     Making a difference in our community is important. 
TSA has worked to serve our community since 1980. To 
make a difference in our community, donations of time 
and money have always been very important. 
     One way to continue to make a difference is by re-
membering TSA in your estate planning. I choose to vol-
unteer for the 2 charities that are the most important to 
me and my life (TSA and the First Presbyterian Church of 
Evansville). As I prepared my will, I have included TSA, 
and my church in my estate planning. Though this will not 
be a lot of money, it will be my way to help make a differ-
ence in the future after I am gone. 
     I encourage you to consider the Tri-State Alliance as 
your prepare your estate. Our legal name is the  
Tri-State Alliance, Inc., our address is PO Box 2901, Ev-
ansville, IN 47728, and our Federal ID number is  
35-1636272. Whether you remember us in your will, life 
estate or in your life insurance, you can help us continue 
to make a difference. TSA has served our region for 32 
years, and your consideration will help us continue to 
make a difference into the future! Contact me at 812-480-
0204 or wallypaynter@aol.com for more information. 

mailto:Decker-Stephanie@rvbh.com


Get the expanded TSA 
Newsletter by email. Sign up at 

www.TSAGL.org  

Evansville Airport 
Holiday Inn 

The perfect location for a wedding, reception, party, fundraiser or other social event! To 
schedule an event, contact Ted Holmes at 812-867-7999 and tell him that Wally referred you. 



Where are the Watts? 
facebook.com/musicbykatiewatts 

facebook.com/artbykatiewatts 

Volunteer to Help Make 

a float to enter in regional parades. 

Contact Wally at 812-480-0204 or  

wallypaynter@icloud.com if you want to 

volunteer to help with this TSA project. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

The Tri-State Alliance AIDS Holiday Project thanks the Vincennes University Student Gov-

ernment Association for a successful Greater Vincennes AIDS Walk held on the VU Cam-

pus on Saturday, March 28. Event sponsors included the Word, the Vincennes University 

Student Government Associa-

tion, RCS Superstore, Sisson 

Steel, the Patoka Valley 

HIV / AIDS Community Ac-

tion Group, Dumes of Vin-

cennes, Vincennes University 

Nerf Club and the Sigma Pi 

Fraternity.  Donations can 

still be made online at  

VincennesAIDSwalk.org 



City Council Eyes Resolution Opposing RFRA 
By Chelsea Schneider, Evansville Courier & Press   

 
 A group of Evansville City Council members plan to offer a resolution detailing concerns over the state’s new “religious free-
dom” law that lawmakers scurried last week to clarify amid nationwide scrutiny. 
   Councilwoman Missy Mosby, D-2nd Ward, confirmed Monday the resolution is in the works and likely will be discussed at 
the next council meeting on April 13. Mosby said a city attorney is working on language for the resolution regarding the state’s 
Religious Freedom Restoration Act. The proposal, Mosby said, likely will be similar to one passed by the Indianapolis City-
County Council last week in opposition of the law. 
   “We just want to let the state know our thoughts and how we feel as elected officials for our constituents,” Mosby said. 
   Even with lawmakers clarifying that the law can’t be used as a means to discriminate, Mosby said she’s still hearing con-
cerns from community members. 
   “I have huge concerns for what this is going to do for the community,” Mosby said. 
   Councilman Jonathan Weaver, D-At-Large, said he and Mosby are working on the resolution. Council President Dan Ad-
ams, D-At-Large, said on Monday he also would support a resolution opposing the law. 
   The “fix” that Gov. Mike Pence signed into law last week bars the Religious Freedom Restoration Act from being used as a 
defense to discriminate against any member of the public, including on the basis of sexual orientation and gender identity. But 
changes ushered through the legislative process solely relate to the “religious freedom” law and offer no statewide Civil 
Rights protections for LGBT individuals. 
   Overall, the law sets a judicial standard a court can use to weigh religious objections. Supporters of the law say the stand-
ard adds protections for actions Hoosiers take based on sincerely held religious beliefs. But opponents feared gay and lesbi-
an Hoosiers could face discrimination on the basis of Indiana having such a law. 
   Indianapolis’ resolution – passed before the clarification – states that the council is “opposed to the recent passage of (the 
law,) as it is not a true representation of our city as a welcoming and inclusive place, and is bad for local businesses, will re-
duce tourism revenue and makes companies less competitive in recruiting and retaining top talent.” 
   Weaver said the resolution is the “right thing to do” to show the city is inclusive and open to everyone. 
   “Social issues are not what are on everyone’s mind,” Weaver said. “People are worried about keeping their jobs and oppor-
tunities for a better job. They’re worried about taxes. There’s other things the state Legislature needs to be working on.” 
   Mayor Lloyd Winnecke also has relayed concerns, releasing a statement shortly after Pence signed the Religious Freedom 
Restoration Act into law in late March. 
   “I’m concerned that this new law sends the wrong message about our state — a message that contradicts what I know to 
be true about the citizens of Evansville. I see a city of mutual respect and inclusion,” Winnecke said. “I see a city with a proud 
record of attracting diverse businesses and visitors.” 

The next meetings of the Evansville City Council will be held at 5pm on 
Monday, April 13 and Monday, April 27 on the 3rd floor of the Evansville City 
Center, 1 N.W. Martin L. King Jr. Blvd. in Downtown Evansville. 







Memorial & Honorary Donations 
 

In Honor of the 20th Anniversary of Kelley 

Coures & Malcolm Cook 

 

Jeanne and Marty Amsler 

Claudette Branson 

Honorable and Mrs. Richard D’Amour 

Dr. Michael & Nancy Tarsitano Drake 

Phil and Helen Fisher 

Matt Kissel & Bill Gaisser 

Pam and Dan McGinn 

Wally Paynter 

Jakc and Suzanne Schriber 

Billy Hedel’s Studio 

Get the expanded TSA Newsletter by email. 

Sign up at TSAGL.org 

 

you can also follow 

Tri-State Alliance on Twitter @tsaglbt   



Vanderburgh Co. Meet Your Legislators 

Schedules April 11 Session 
    Vanderburgh County will have 4 Meet Your Legislators Sessions, being held at 9:15am at 

Evansville’s Central Library Browning Rooms. Doors open at 9am, and all are encouraged to 

attend. The dates of these public forums are on Saturday, April 11. 
 

TSA Seeks T-Shirt Designs 
    The Tri-State Alliance will be using an internet company to print shirts at least twice a year. 

We are looking for your suggestions for designs, and we will post your designs on Facebook 

on Feb. 15 for you to vote on which t-shirt we will produce. Please submit your t-shirt designs 

in jpg or pdf format to wallypaynter@icloud.com. 

PFLAG / TSA Meet 

the Candidates Night 

Tuesday, April 21 

7pm 
At 1st Presbyterian Church 

609 SE 2nd Street 

Downtown Evansville 





Save the Dates! 
 

Evansville Pride Prom 
Saturday, April 11, 2015 
7pm—midnight Central Time 

Holiday Inn on US Highway 41 
 

Vincennes Pride Prom 
Saturday, April 18, 2015 
7pm—midnight Eastern Time 

Beless Gym, Vincennes University Campus 
 

www.TSAGL.org 
www.Facebook.com/TriStateAlliance 



Keisha Von Lord, Joy Fairbanks, Christina Leigh Sparxx and Lillian Von Lord will be 
performing at the TSA Vincennes Pride Prom from 9-10pm (Eastern Time) on  
Saturday, April 18. 





Local Film Festival Begins on 

Thursday, Includes LGBT Films   

 

 Did you know that Robert Redford produced an award winning film about a 

transgender teenager? Drunktown’s Finest,  a story about three Navajo teenagers, is 

that award winning film. 

   Alone with People is a coming of age story set in the Deep South. A young 

woman struggles with personal acceptance and roles models as she comes out to 

family and friends who aren’t accepting of differences. 

   When Ingrid comes to terms with her cancer diagnosis honestly and the life or 

death fight she faces, she awakens 

other deeply suppressed feelings 

for her nurse. In 09:55 – 11:05 In-

grid Ekman, Bergsgatan 4B we 

join her in that journey. 

   A Wedding Like That is the sto-

ry of a modern father dealing with a 

surprise wedding, surprise bride(s), 

and quirky in-laws. This local pro-

duction brings laughter and humor 

to an otherwise stressful day.  

   What do all these films have in 

common? They are showing at The 

Alhambra Theatre Film Festival 
on Saturday April 12th These films 

are set in an afternoon block so you 

can enjoy these great films, get a 

dinner and head out to the prom.  

   The Alhambra Theatre Film 

Festival runs from Apr il 9th – 12th 

at the Tropicana Events Plaza with 

movie premiers to gala parties and 

award winning independent films, 

films and more films. For more 

details and ticket pricing go 

to our Facebook page at The 

Alhambra Theatre Film  

Festival or our webpage at www.thealhambratheatrefilmfestival.com 



LOCAL RESPONSE TO FAMILY RESARCH 
COUNCIL COLUMN ON LGBT MARRIAGE 

 

Regarding the column in last week’s News (3/26/15) by Rob Schwarzwalder of the Family Research Council, touting a survey that 
purports to show that a majority of Americans remain clearly opposed to gay marriage, let me point out that his organization’s polling 
and research are of highly dubious quality. The Southern Poverty Law Center, an organization that started out defending African 
Americans against the KKK and other violent white-supremacist groups, has since then branched out to defend other persecuted 
minorities including exploited immigrants and the LGBT community. On its website it states that, while the FRC claims to be “the 
leading voice of the family in our nation’s halls of power,’” in fact it specializes in “defaming gays and lesbians” by means of 
“discredited research and junk science” – it does not, in other words, represent all of our families in Washington, and it is distinctly 
hostile to some. 
 

Among the FRC’s wildly prejudicial, baseless, and patently false accusations, as cited by the SPLC, are that being gay suggests “a 
deep-seated hatred against true religion”; that gay men are more prone to child sexual abuse than straight men; and that “one of the 
primary goals of the homosexual movement” is to normalize pedophilia and enthrone pedophiles “as the ‘prophets’ of a new sexual 
order.” That much “bearing of false witness,” as the Bible calls bald-faced lying or fibbing, is bad enough, but perhaps the most vi-
cious is FRC’s attempt to justify their opposition to anti-bullying legislation. The group denounces, as “disgusting,” a series of videos 
entitled “It Gets Better,” which they say “aims at persuading kids that although they’ll face struggles and perhaps bullying for ‘coming 
out’ as homosexual (or transgender or some other perversion), life will get better.” These videos, the FRC contends, are “part of a 
concerted effort to persuade kids that homosexuality is okay and actually recruit them into that lifestyle.” 
 

A little attention to the loaded words in this passage – “perversion”; “disgusting”; the falsely dismissive, distorting “lifestyle” – should 
be enough to call the claim into question. The facts, in any case, are that being gay or transgender or “some other perversion” is not 
really a choice; that many LGBT youth are deeply religious if, to the obscure definition of their judges, not “truly” so; that if any re-
cruiting is going on, it is by the wielding of discredited and destructive “conversion therapies” whose explicit aim is arguably to recruit 
young people to the dominant and unthreatened heterosexual lifestyle. 
 

FRC’s brand of bullying is, in fact, a large part of what has caused and continues to cause the suicides of numerous religious youth 
who are taught to hate themselves as they are; and who, failing to transform themselves into what they are not, can find no reason 
to continue living. LGBT youth are two to six times more likely to attempt or carry out suicide than other youth not so afflicted. Let’s 
get real about this: the mere fact of a youth’s being gay, lesbian, or transgender, or “anything like unto it,” is difficult enough as it is; it 
strikes me as inconceivable that a reasonable person could even theorize about the ease of converting people to a way of living that 
condemns them, at least through much of their public or private school experience, to years of torture. FRC’s position on this matter 
seems to suggest that perhaps those suicides are acceptable losses, if that’s what it takes to keep everyone else free of 
“abomination.” 
 

These so-called “true” religionists should be ashamed of themselves for inflicting that degree of psychic pain on people. Words don’t 
just hurt, they are capable of killing. The one who wields the words might as well wield a sword, like Al Qaeda or ISIS terrorists with 
their Islamist versions of an imposed “true religion.” And while we’re at it, let’s stop pretending that Indiana’s new “religious freedom” 
law, drawn up by pious Christian legislators and signed by our pious Christian governor, has any other purpose than to legalize dis-
crimination against our LGBT community. It has nothing to do with true religious freedom, since its whole point is to authorize the 
exercising of one’s religious freedom to trample on someone else’s freedom – precisely what the Founding Fathers’ separation of 
church and state sought to avoid. 
 

From the outset it has been tied to the failed effort to ban same-sex marriage. If we can’t ban them, the logic seems to be, we can at 
least humiliate them by banning them from patronizing our business establishments. Regardless of the economic repercussions that 
are already showing signs of happening as a consequence. 
 

I suppose this – like the aversion to accepting federal money if it might give aid and support to poor people, without first making 
them grovel for it – is just another aspect of the much-touted “Hoosier Way”? 
 

Brett Sanders 
Sanders, a Tell City resident, blogs at www.brettalansanders.wordpress.com. 











A Wedding Like that Review 
by Richard Propes, the Independent Critic 

Theindependentcritic.com 
 

 
Let's be honest. 
 
If you were to take a national poll right now asking the question "What do you think of when I say "Indiana?," there's a 
pretty good chance that the most popular answer wouldn't be our celebrated hosting of the 2015 NCAA Men's Basketball 
Final Four. There's an even better chance that people wouldn't respond with "Indy 500," no matter how popular the race 
may be. Oh sure, there would be a few people who would respond Indianapolis Colts or Indiana Pacers or any of our oth-
er sports teams. 
 
But really, let's be honest. If you were to take such a poll right now, the most common answer would be "RFRA," the Reli-
gious Freedom Restoration Act that caused a nationwide uproar over its potential to lead to mass discrimination that, in 
the eyes of many, would specifically impact the LGBT community since folks who are LGBT are not protected under Indi-
ana's anti-discrimination legislation. Regardless of where you stand on the legislation, the week or so that passed before 
the Indiana State Legislature passed a "fix" of sorts was a period of conflict, divisiveness, and financially devastating boy-
cotts by corporate and public leaders from Indiana and nationwide. 
 
It was with this "baggage," if you will, that I found myself sitting down to screen the 44-minute short film A Wedding Like 
That, a film shot in Evansville, Indiana that will have its world premiere at that city's Alhambra Theater Film Festival on the 
festival's opening night, April 9th. Written by Mark Dessauer and co-directed by Neil Kellen and Lewis D. Chaney, A Wed-
ding Like That tells the story of Sam (played by Dessauer), a wonderful yet fairly clueless father who has more than a little 
difficulty coming to terms with the news that his daughter, Laura (Megan Hunt), is gay and planning to marry her longtime 
girlfriend, Joan (Roni Jonah), in a mere week. 
 
There were times while watching A Wedding Like That where I found myself reminded of the works of playwright/
screenwriter Neil Simon, a writer who had a knack for capturing poignancy and hilarity within the confines of everyday life. 
While there are only a few moments of true hilarity in A Wedding Like That, the truth is that it carries within it the spirit of 
Simon's ability to capture genuine characters living genuine lives with genuine ups and genuine downs. The film has an 
abundance of laughs, an abundance of tears, and a script by Dessauer that really makes you want to rush home and tell 
those in your circle who are LGBT just how much you love them. 
 
Why? Because so much of this rings as so completely true. 
 
While A Wedding Like That occasionally dances on that line of caricature, it never crosses it. Instead, it often takes situa-
tions that seem like they should be caricatures and it brings them to life. The father who can't believe his daughter is gay? 
Check. The longtime friend who comes out as a result? Check. The family members who already knew? Definitely check. 
There's a lot in A Wedding Like That that feels incredibly familiar, yet perhaps that's because I've been around the LGBT 
community most of my adult life. 
 
Of course, I have a secret, most of us have even if we don't know it. You really don't want to serve a gay person? Yeah, 
good luck with that. In the time it took me to write this sentence you probably served two. Or more. 
 
 



A Wedding Like that Review continued 
by Richard Propes, the Independent Critic, Theindependentcritic.com 

 
At 44 minutes in length, A Wedding Like That barely qualifies as a short film and yet it really is the perfect length for the script that 
Dessauer has put together. We have ample time to grow a deep fondness for these characters, understand their stories, and fully 
embrace how everything plays out. This is not meant to be a full-on debate on the issue, but instead a slice of life that is truly every-
day life. 
 
As Sam, Dessauer is lovably and believably confused. There's never really a moment when you believe that he's going to turn on his 
daughter, yet he's believably confused enough that you're never quite sure he's really going to fully "get it." It's realistic, really, be-
cause so many parents do, in fact, raise their daughters up believing that they will some day get married (they envision a guy!), have 
children, get the white picket fence,and maybe the awesome job. It's a stereotype, probably even a somewhat sexist stereotype, yet 
it's often there. So, it felt realistic watching Dessauer wrestle with his "little girl" no longer being the little girl that he remembered. 
While his journey is somewhat quickly paced given the time constraints of the film, Dessauer plays it naturally and convincingly. Des-
sauer is especially convincing when portraying the wounded father who realizes he's the only one in his family who didn't know his 
daughter was gay. 
 
As Tami, Sam's wife and Laura's loyal mother, Cindy Maples embodies the protective mama bear whose fierce loyalty couldn't possi-
bly be questioned. Maples has a marvelous chemistry with Dessauer and gives the film a nice level of emotional grounding. She 
possesses a spark that makes you constantly smile, yet an authenticity that plays out beautifully in one particular scene involving the 
mother of Laura's spouse-to-be. 
 
While much of A Wedding Like That does center around Sam, it would ultimately fail without a central believable relationship. I sup-
pose the best thing I can say about the chemistry between Laura and Joan is that I stopped thinking about their being a gay couple 
and just kept thinking to myself "Wow, what a lovely couple." The two come from decidedly different families. Laura's, as has been 
shown already, may be confused but they are loving and supportive. Joan's father, Oliver (Todd Reynolds), is a deeply religious man 
whose faith isn't played for laughs but whose faith has become an obstacle in his relationship with his daughter and in terms of any 
possible support he can give the marriage. Joan's mother, Debra (Gracie Strange), is a loyal wife whose maternal instinct doesn't 
allow her to let go quite as easily. It is deeply moving, and often quite funny, watching these four parents weave their way through 
the thoughts and emotions that inspire and challenge them. Reynolds portrays Oliver in a respectful and dignified way and never 
allows the character to fall into caricature, while the delightful Gracie Strange gave Debra several layers of emotions and baggage to 
deal with yet enough emotional strength and determination that you had no doubt she would. 
 
The film's supporting players are for the most part strong across the board, most notably Sarah McDonald and Kevin Arnold as 
Laura's frequently funny siblings and Jeff Albertson, whose scene as Charlie is nothing short of a home run. 
 
A Wedding Like That benefits from terrific accompanying music including Mina Fedora's "Breathe and Be," an incredible tune written 
specifically for the film. D.P. Neil Kellen lenses the film with a warmth and intimacy, yet he wisely broadens the shots when it comes 
to the film's lighter family moments and allows us to feel like we're sharing the moment with them. While there are moments in the 
film when its low-budget is evident, these moments are surprisingly few and far between and for the most part you should be so 
deeply engrossed in the film that you'll hardly notice. 
 
A Wedding Like That made me laugh. To be honest, it made me cry. It made me think about my LGBT friends and the world in which 
they live, a world that is only starting to accept their right to marry and frequently fights them tooth and nail when it comes to anything 
resembling equality. I thought about their struggles, sure, but I also thought about their love. I thought about the gay wedding I offici-
ated many years ago and the marriage that is still going strong. I thought about my friends who are now married and pretty much in 
awe having never expected it to happen in their lifetime. I thought about these characters and how much I enjoyed my 44 minutes 
with them and, truthfully, how much I wouldn't mind spending more time with them down the road. 
 
Then, I sat down to write this review and I laughed and cried all over again. If you're anywhere near Evansville this weekend, check 
out the Alhambra Theater Film Festival and check out A Wedding Like That. For ticket information, check out the 

Alhambra Theater Film Festival website. 

 

https://www.thealhambratheatrefilmfestival.com/


New funding sought for LGBT 

Map Evansville Project 
 

   Dr. Amie McKibban, associate professor of psychology at the University of Southern Indi-

ana, has launched a Kickstarter campaign to provide continued support for Map Evansville, a 

web-based community asset map and directory which measures area businesses’ inclusivity of 

lesbian, gay, bisexual and transgender (LGBT) customers and employees in Evansville and 

surrounding communities. 

   The project was initiated by McKibban in 2014 and received grant support from USI’s Col-

lege of Liberal Arts and Outreach and Engagement, as well as support from other USI and 

community sponsors. With grant funding expired, McKibban’s goal is to raise $4,439 to sus-

tain the site through 2017, with a long-range goal of supporting the project through corporate 

sponsorships. 

   The website directory quickly outgrew current software after Indiana Governor Mike Pence 

signed the Religious Freedom Restoration Act (RFRA). Participating businesses more than 

doubled.  

  McKibban plans to upgrade current software to allow for expansion of the project and to de-

velop a mobile app. “We have a large LGBT population here who have a lot of allies, friends 

and family members,” said McKibban. “They want to know they can walk into a business and 

feel comfortable, be treated fairly and are supported.” 

   While businesses and organizations in the Map Evansville directory receive a sticker that 

can be displayed, this project differs 

from many of the other sticker cam-

paigns developed in reaction to the 

RFRA. “We really want to know you 

are a business that supports everyone, 

and we also want to know you actively 

work toward inclusion,” said McKib-

ban. In order to be included, businesses 

and organizations fill out assessments 

to measure their level of inclusivity of 

the LGBT community. 

 The Map Evansville Kickstarter 

campaign runs through May 17. 

For more information contact 

Dr. Amie McKibban at 812-465-

1222 or armckibban@usi.edu. 

http://www.mapevansville.com/
https://www.kickstarter.com/projects/242651176/map-evansville-a-collaborative-community-project
https://www.kickstarter.com/projects/242651176/map-evansville-a-collaborative-community-project
mailto:armckibban@usi.edu


USI Social work majors want more than amendment to RFRA 
   At 8-years-old, Shelby Rothenberger’s cousin moved in with she and her family after being attacked and injured for his sexual orientation. 
She said he told her, “I have a heart. I believe in God. I care.” And that message stuck with her even though she didn’t understand it at the 
time. “He loved just like everyone else,” Rothenberger said. “I didn’t see him as being different. I just saw him as being discriminated against.” 
   The junior social work major was among a group of more than 25 students and faculty members who gathered in USI’s Free Speech Zone 
Monday. “L-G-B-T: rights for you are rights for me,” the crowd chanted while sporting Indiana equality shirts and gripping rainbow-scribed post-
ers which read messages advocating for human rights. 
   Junior social work majors Kelsey Dillow, Katie Richardson and Madison Livers organized the protest amid the heat directed at Indiana after 
Gov. Mike Pence signed the Religious Freedom Restoration Act into law, which opponents believe legalized LGBT discrimination. “We, as 
social workers, are advocates, and it’s time for people to advocate for equality in the state of Indiana,” Dillow said as she clutched a sign that 
read “No hate for our state.” 
   Pence signed an amendment to the law Thursday, which goes into effect July 1, to specify that it cannot be used by businesses to refuse 
services to members of the LGBT community. But the protest commenced regardless because some students feel the governor’s actions 
were not enough. In a press conference March 31, Pence said adding the LGBT community as a protected class under human rights law was 
not on his agenda. 
   “I think everyone should be protected. It shouldn’t be limited,” Dillow said. “We got on the discussion in one of our social work classes and 
we just decided we wanted to stop talking about it and do something.” Dillow said one of her best friends received a lot of hate after coming 
out about his sexual orientation. She said her uncle, who also experienced discrimination after revealing his homosexuality, began receiving 
different treament from his family. Administrative Associate for University Communications Angela O’Nan said having that protection is 
“extremely important” for Hoosiers.  O’Nan legally married her partner of 11 years, Krisi, after same-sex marriage was legalized in Indiana last 
summer. I have, in the past, been told that I didn’t get a job promotion because I was gay,” O’Nan said, pointing out that it did not occur at USI. 
“It made me angry. It was extremely frustrating.” She said the protest was a great way to inform people that although the law has been fixed, 
there’s still a long way to go. “I think (Pence) is really tiptoeing around the issue,” she said. “I think he knew what he was doing when the law 
was signed.” 
   Sophomore psychology major Olivia Summers said the law, if not amended, would have set Indiana back several decades in regard to hu-
man rights laws. She said the fact the students were able to organize an on-campus protest “shows hope for our generation.” “It makes me 
feel supported, personally,” Summers said. Rothenberger said she supports equality. 
   “I’ve grown up around a lot of people in the LGBT community,” she said, “and I know that they’ve been discriminated against unfairly.” She 
said she has many family members who belong to the LGBT community and has witnessed a lack of support for their lifestyle. “I feel like they 
deserve to be heard and respected and recognized in the same way that straight people do,” she said. 
   Rothenberger said although Pence amended the law, there is still a stigma surrounding LGBT and Christian folks. “A lot of people are corre-
lating negative things with the two (groups) and I disagree with that,” she said. Rothenberger comes from a strictly religious family and she 
gets frustrated because they “have it all wrong.” “In the Bible it says to love everyone and no sin conquers another,” she said. “The only thing 
that’s different between us and them is that their so called sin is on display.” 



 

TSA Thanks the Community 

for Coming Together to 

Protest Indiana RFRA 







Help Save the HBO Series Looking 
Visit www.thepetitionsite.com, and look up HBO Series Looking 

HBO: Honor Our Stories, Renew Looking for 3rd Season! 
 

Looking is a breakthrough show that provided one of the most honest 

and refreshing portrayals of modern gay culture. Looking features  

story-lines and characters that depict the real emotional complexity of  

people living with HIV, and tackles tough issues like transgender  

homelessness. It truly is like nothing else on TV.  

 

To some fans of the show, it is the truest representation of themselves on 

TV; for others, it is a rare opportunity to see characters that remind them 

of their friends, loved ones and fellow community-members.  

 

HBO has a history of taking risks for the sake 

of artistic expression and producers around the 

world look to HBO as a trendsetter.  

 

Please sign the petition to tell HBO:  

reconsider canceling Looking, and renew 

these powerful stories -- our stories --  

for a third season. 












