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7th Annual Celebrity Dinner is on Aug. 17 
   The 7th Annual Tri-State Alliance Celebrity Dinner has been scheduled for Sunday, Aug. 

17 at 6pm at the Evansville Airport Holiday Inn on US Highway 41. The evening will fea-

ture a variety of local celebrity waiters, a celebrity waiter tip competition, a silent auction 

and a live auction. The entertainment for this annual event will be Cabaret Music by Kerry 

Norvell. To attend send a check payable to the TSA Celebrity Dinner, PO Box 2901, Evans-

ville, IN 47728. Cost to attend is $37.50 a person, $75 a couple & $300 for a table of 8. Pro-

ceeds benefit the Tri-State Alliance 

AIDS Holiday Project. Donations 

are needed for the silent and live 

auctions. Contact Wally at 812-480

-0204 or wallypaynter@aol.com to 

donate an auction item. Former US 

Congressmen Brad Ellsworth and 

Vanderburgh County Sheriff Dave 

Wedding won awards for being the 

servers with the most tips in 2013. 

LGBT Marriages & Owensboro 

Pride Help Create Historic Year! 
TSA congratulates ALL of the 

couples that were married  

during the 48 hours it was legal 

in Indiana. Pictured left are 

Stephanie and Rachel Decker 

with their marriage license.  

Pictured right are Robbie Stone, 

Wally Paynter and Wes LuAllen 

at the TSA Owensboro Pride 

Picnic. TSA President Wally 

Paynter presented Wes LuAllen 

with the TSA Robbie Stone 

LGBT Leadership Award at the 

successful event. 



John Strange III Named Chief 

Deputy by Sheriff Dave Wedding 
       

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

   The Tri-State Alliance congratulates John H. Strange III for being named Chief Deputy Sher-

iff of the Vanderburgh County Sheriff’s Office by Sheriff Dave Wedding. 

  John is a graduate of Harrison High School, earning a Bachelor of Science in Criminal Justice 

from the University of Evansville and a Master of Science in Criminology from Indiana State 

University. He is also a graduate of the FBI National Academy for Executive Leadership. 

   John worked for the University of Evansville Safety and Security Department from 1983-

1986, and has worked at the Vanderburgh County Sheriff’s office since 1986.  He has held the 

merit ranks of corporal, sergeant and lieutenant. 

   He was appointed to the executive rank of major by Sheriff Williams in 2007, and was ap-

pointed Chief Deputy Sheriff by Sheriff Wedding in May 2014. 

   As Chief Deputy Sheriff, John is the highest ranking deputy sheriff in the sheriff office, 

which means that he is in second in command of the sheriff’s office. As chief deputy sheriff, 

he assists the sheriff in managing and leading the sheriff’s office, and he would serve as the 

acting sheriff in the event the sheriff is unable to serve. 

   The sheriff’s office employs 250 employees, serves a city-county population of approximate-

ly 170,000 people and has a combined (jail and sheriff’s office) operating budget of $17 mil-

lion. 

   Sheriff Wedding, like the two sheriff’s before him, has adopted a non-discrimination in the 

workplace policy, which includes sexual orientation. Sheriff Wedding and Chief Deputy 

Strange believe that all citizens should be treated with fairness and respect. 

   Both Sheriff Wedding and Chief Deputy Strange have been long-standing supporters of the 

Holiday Project, Celebrity Dinner and other LGBT and fairness causes. 



Locals react to Indiana not 

recognizing same-sex marriages 
Posted: Jul 09, 2014 10:18 PM CST Updated: Jul 09, 2014 10:53 PM CST  

By Jessica Schmidt, Reporter , WFIE 
   Recently married same-sex couples in Indiana are wondering what's next now that the governor announced the 

state won't recognize their weddings performed in June. 

   Wally Paynter, president of the Tri-State Alliance, says he knows a lot of couples who got married after the gay 

marriage ban was lifted, and he says for them and for the entire LGBT community, it's been an emotional roller 

coaster. As soon as the ban was lifted, same-sex couples from all over the state flocked to get married, but days later, 

a federal appeals court stayed that ruling. Now, Governor Mike Pence says that means those marriages won't be rec-

ognized in Indiana.  

   "Our general counsel has advised us that leaves Indiana's current marriage law in tact," Pence said. "And as gover-

nor of the state of Indiana, I have an obligation to uphold the laws of the state of Indiana." 

   Some of the same-sex couples Paynter knows tell him they're having a tough time accepting the governor's deci-

sion. "Some of them have been together for 20 or 30 years, and now they've been married for a few weeks legally, 

and now their marriages are on hold, so it's frustrating," Paynter said. Paynter says, despite everything that's hap-

pened, he has high hopes. Since the federal government will still recognize those marriages, he believes this will all 

work out. "I really think, in the end, that this appeals court will rule in our favor," Paynter said. "And even if the ap-

peals court did not rule in our favor, I truly believe that these marriages will be forced by the courts to be recog-

nized." The case will be heard in front of the 7th District Circuit Court in September. The governor's office did tell 

agencies to recognize one same-sex marriage - the out of state marriage of Amy Sandler and Nikole Quasney, who is 

fighting advanced ovarian cancer. 

 

Indiana Gay Couples Told Their 

Marriages Don't Matter 
www.TriStateHomepage.com 

   Hundreds of Hoosiers flocked to clerk's offices for a two day window to apply for a same-sex marriage license. 

Now Governor Pence is telling government offices to pretend it never happened.  

   June 25th, 2014 was a day to remember for Amber and Sara Wells. "I was marrying...I'm going to cry now. I'm 

marrying my soulmate, finally,"  said Sara. However July 9th is a day to forget for the 'somewhat' newlyweds. Indi-

ana Governor Mike Pence tells government agencies "to execute their functions as though the U.S. District Court 

Order of June 25, 2014 had not been issued." 

   "So pretty much what they're saying is the law that they passed, the legal law that they passed never existed. So that 

whole day was erased? The whole two days was erased? That we really didn't go down there and get married," said 

Amber. The U.S. Court of Appeals already issued a stay on the June 25th order. Meaning no more same-sex marriage 

licenses should be issued. Sara and Amber say Governor Pence's comments add fuel to the fire. "It absolutely adds to 

the fire for civil rights. Because that's all that we're asking for. We don't want anything extra. We just want what's 

rightfully ours," said Sara. "It just makes me feel lesser than any normal, what they say 'normal' straight person out 

there," said Amber. 

    Sara says she waited 10 years to marry Amber. She says if her marriage is no longer recognized, nothing of her's 

should be recognized by the state either. "If my gay marriage doesn't count why does my gay money count? Why 

does anything we do count?" "We waited and waited and followed the letter of the law. And when they told us we 

could do it legally that's what we did. And now they're telling us that we're breaking the law? No they're breaking the 

law," said Amber. 



TSA Congratulates the Married Couples! 



Online Assessment Project Measures 
Inclusivity of Tri-State Businesses 

pohl , 2011 USI graduate, have sent invitations to 
many area businesses. However, an invitation is 
not required to participate. “Any business, organi-
zation or group that provides services in Evans-
ville and the surrounding area may choose to par-
ticipate in this project,” said McKibban. Even fran-
chises or branches under a corporate umbrella 
can contribute. Multiple locations under the same 
company name will be considered individually. 
   Businesses scoring low on inclusivity won’t nec-
essarily be left out of the directory. Follow up inter-
views by McKibban and her team will be conduct-
ed and those who desire to be more inclusive will 
receive information and resources to assist them. 
   “There’s nothing necessarily unique about being 
LGBT inclusive,” said McKibban. “It’s actually 
about meeting the needs of the people you serve, 
and there is a community that happens to be part 
of that diversity. It really is as simple as that; it’s a 
business 101 concept.” 
   For more information, visit 
www.mapevansville.com , contact Dr. Amie 
McKibban at armckibban@usi.edu or 812-465-
1222, or follow on Twitter #MapEvansville. 

   A web-based community asset map has been 
launched through a project initiated by Dr. Amie 
McKibban, assistant professor of psychology at 
the University of Southern Indiana. The project ti-
tled “Map Evansville” encourages local business-
es, organizations and service providers to partici-
pate in an assessment questionnaire measuring 
inclusivity of lesbian, gay, bisexual and 
transgender (LGBT) customers and employees. 
The goal is to build and maintain an ongoing 
online resource of these companies for the LGBT 
community and their friends and family. 
   The project received grant support from USI’s 
College of Liberal Arts and Outreach and Engage-
ment. Additional sponsors include Echo Communi-
ty Health Care Clinic, Lampion Center, Youth Re-
sources, Vanderburgh Community Foundation, Tri-
State Alliance, Tri-State Safe Zone Initiative, the 
USI Center for Social Justice Education, and Gen-
der Warriors. 
   “Despite many positive changes in recent years, 
Americans who identify as LGBT continue to face 
discrimination in most public sectors and have less 
access to resources and protections,” said McKib-
ban. “As a result they have higher rates of mental 
and physical health difficulties, especially LGBT 
youth. Studies are beginning to show that inclusive 
policies decrease rates of mental and physical 
health visits and that the level of support LGBT 
individuals perceive greatly reduces such risks.” 
   Those included in the directory will receive a 
sticker that can be displayed at the business or 
organization. “We hope that finding a way to in-
crease the visibility of a supportive community will 
help create a healthier community overall in the 
Evansville and surrounding area,” said McKibban. 
“Together, we can make a difference in the lives of 
our friends and family.” 
   McKibban and project assistant, Crystal Stelten-

http://www.mapevansville.com
mailto:armckibban@usi.edu
http://www.mapevansville.com/


TSA Owensboro Pride 

Picnic Was a Great Success! 





TSA Office / Youth Group 

Needs Donations 

 

Coca-Cola products 

Bottled Water 

gently used computer / laptop  

 

To make a donation, contact Wally at 

812-480-0204 or wallypaynter@aol.com. 



3rd Annual Wally’s 

Red Party a Success 
TSA Thanks Casey Williams, Katie Watts, Michelle 

Shelton & Comedian Big John for Performing, and 

to Terry Tunks for donating lighting 

TSA is expanding its 

condom distribution 

program throughout the 

Tri-State. To support 

this program, send a 

check to TSA Outreach, 

PO Box 2901,  

Evansville, IN 47728.   
 

If you know of a location 

to distribute condoms, 

contact 812-480-0204 or 

wallypaynter@aol.com. 



PFLAG Great Lakes Regional 

Director to Speak at Aug. 19 PFLAG 
 

   Dan Tepfer will be the guest speaker at the  Tuesday, Aug. 19 meeting of PFLAG at 7pm at 

the First Presbyterian Church, 609 SE 2nd Street, Downtown Evansville. Dan, a PFLAG dad, 

has been a member of the Dayton OH chapter for over 15 years. He is a past president and cur-

rently serves as Membership Chair. He was the first Ohio state coordinator, initiating monthly 

conference calls and annual state meetings. He and his wife Nancy, have been married for 49 

years.  They are the proud parents of three adult children and they 

have three gradchildren. 

   As PFLAG Great Lakes Regional Director (RD), Dan interacts 

with local chapters in Michigan, Illinois, Indiana and Ohio. He 

served on the national PFLAG Board of Directors, representing 

the RD Council for seven years.  Dan has retired from both the 

US Air Force and GE Aviation-Cincinnati. As a retired USAF 

colonel, he represented PFLAG National in March of 2009 at the 

U.S. Capitol where he was one of fourteen speakers urging re-

peal of Don’t Ask, Don’t Tell. Because of his work for repeal, he 

was privileged to represent PFLAG at President Obama’s sign-

ing of the repeal legislation on December 22, 2010. 



For Sale: 

Split, seasoned firewood 
50% ash, 30% cherry, 20% oak and other hardwoods. Free delivery within Evansville.  All 

proceeds are donated to the Tri-State AIDS Holiday Project.  $95/pick-up load. Cash only 

please. Contact: Bruce Wright (812)422-9155, anbrwright@twc.com   

TSA Offers Educational 
Presentations 

  TSA volunteers Kelley Coures, Stephanie Decker and 
Wally Paynter are available to speak to classes and 
groups on the following LGBT and HIV topics.  TSA 
requests that you contact us as much in advance as 
possible to arrange for one of these presentations. 
   The following presentations are made by TSA VP 
Kelley Coures, who can be reached at 
kcoures@aol.com 
Aging Issues in the LGBT Population of America 
Gay & Lesbian Images in American Film   
The Hidden Holocaust  
4000 Years of GLBT History  
   Stephanie Decker does a short presentation on Cyberbul-
lying. She can be reached at  
Decker-Stephanie@rvbh.com . 
   Wally Paynter gives presentations on Working with Di-
verse Populations and also Current Issues in the HIV / 
AIDS Pandemic.  He can be reached at 812-480-0204 or 
wallypaynter@aol.com. 

Upcoming 2014 

PFLAG Meetings 
3rd Tuesday of month, 7pm, 1st Presbyterian 

Church, 609 SE 2nd St., Downtown Evansville 
 

Tuesday, Aug. 19 

What PFLAG Can Do for Us 

      

Tuesday, Sept. 16 

Being LGBT in local schools 
By TSA Youth Group 

 

Tuesday, Oct. 21 

Local Candidates’ Night at 7pm 
Reception begins at 6pm 

 

Tuesday, Nov. 18 

Regional HIV Update 
AIDS Holiday Project Discussion 

Volunteer Social Media / Web Co-Chair Needed 
One of the co-chairs who coordinates TSA social media / web page has moved to Japan. A volunteer is needed 

to help TSA’s internet and social media presence and activism. If you can help, please contact Wally at 812-

480-0204 or wallypaynter@aol.com. 

https://us-mg5.mail.yahoo.com/compose?to=anbrwright@twc.com
mailto:Decker-Stephanie@rvbh.com


Where are the Watts? 
Weds. 7/30- Deerhead Tavern (all ages) 8-11   

Fri. 8/1- Backstage Bar & Grill 9-1 

Weds. 8/6- Hosting Open Mic at Deerhead Tavern (all ages) 8-11  

Fri. 8/8- Bokeh Lounge 10-1      

Sat. 8/9-Opening for Classy Mongrel at Hobo Jungle 9pm  

Weds. 8/13- Holiday Inn (all ages) 6-10    

Fri. 8/15- Hobo Jungle 10:30-1:30  

Sat. 8/16- Riley's Benefit at River City Eagles 4-5:30  

Weds. 8/20- Kanpai (all ages) 7-9  

Fri. 8/22- Snaps (Jasper) 9-1  

Sat. 8/23- St. Meinrad ROCKS Festival (all ages) St. Meinrad, IN  

Weds. 8/27- Holiday Inn (all ages) 6-10  

Fri. 8/29- Legends Bar (River City Recreation) 8-11  

Sat. 8/30- Deerhead Tavern (all ages) 9-12  

***EVERY THURSDAY IS KARAOKE WITH THE 

WATTS AT 9 AT STOCKYARD INN***  

facebook.com/musicbykatiewatts 
facebook.com/artbykatiewatts 

AIDS Holiday Project 

Rummage Sale 

Donations Needed 
The AIDS Holiday Project will hold a rummage sale 

again in September. Donations are needed and can 

be dropped off at the TSA Offices, 501 John St. 

Suite 5 on Saturdays at 6:45pm, or contact Wally at 

812-480-0204 or wallypaynter@aol.com to arrange 

for items to be picked up at your convenience. 

Owensboro Pride 

Volunteer Meeting 
Sat.  Aug. 16, 3pm, Panera Bread 

Help plan Owensboro AIDS Walk,  

2015 Owensboro Pride Prom,  

Owensboro TSA Pride Picnic,  

And other social events!  

Airport Holiday Inn 
Wed., Aug. 13 & 27 

6-10pm 
All ages welcome 





  





Get the expanded 
TSA Newsletter by 
email. Sign up at 
www.TSAGL.org  

Keep up with us 

on FACEBOOK! 

 

‘Like’ the  

 

Tri-State Alliance  
 

and the  
 

Tri-State AIDS 

Holiday Project 



TSA Seeks Volunteers To 

Help Expand Services 
 

   The  Tri-State Alliance is seeking volunteers to help us expand our services. To  

volunteer, please contact Wally Paynter at wallypaynter@aol.com or 812-480-0204. 

   A volunteer night will be held on Wednesday, May 28 at 5pm at the TSA Offices, 

501 John Street Suite 5 in Evansville. Volunteers will help make safer sex kits, assist 

with the mailing of the June Pride Edition of the TSA Newsletter, and talk about the 

potential volunteer positions in TSA. 

   Among some of the volunteer positions are: * AIDS Holiday Project Co-Chair * 

Arts and Theater Coordinator (help increase LGBT art and theater in our region) * 

Grant Writer * HIV Prevention Coordinator (find new locations for condom distribu-

tion and help coordinate HIV educational events) *  Owensboro AIDS Walk Co-Chair 

* Regional Gay/Straight Alliance Director (coordinate and support GSAs in the Tri-

State and encourage / help new GSAs to form) * Social Media Coordinator * South-

ern IL AIDS Walk Chair and Co-Chair * Vincennes AIDS Walk Co-Chair. 





SAVE THE DATES: 
TSA Halloween Dance Friday Oct. 17 

Owensboro AIDS Walk Sat. Oct. 25  

TSA Red Party, Friday, Nov. 21 

Vincennes AIDS Walk, Saturday, March 28, 2015 

TSA Pride Prom Saturday, April 11, 2015 

TSA Pride Picnic Sunday, June 14, 2015 

In Memory of Elizabeth Reid Yohe 
Jan. 14 1931—July 16, 2014 

   Elizabeth Reid Yohe, 83, of Newburgh, IN, passed away Wednesday, July 16, 2014 
at her home. She was born January 15, 1931 in Norristown, PA to the late Raymond C. 
and Marian J. Reid. 
   Liz grew up in Logansport, Indiana, and was active in church, music, and her great 
love – the library. She attended Illinois Wesleyan University, where she studied music 
and voice, and became an elementary school teacher. She was a member of Sigma 
Alpha Iota music sorority. It was at university that she met and married her husband, 
Jim. 
   She held a household and raised her family. She was very creative – a pianist, paint-
er, sculptor, potter, and knitter. She was a voracious reader, lifelong learner, seeker, 
teacher, and pioneer. She provided gathering places for other seekers, and in her 50's, 
opened A.A. Michael Books, a bookstore and meeting place that was open and sup-
portive of each individual's search for truth, healing, and connection with the Divine. 
She owned her bookstore for 20 years. She and Jim were also quiet philanthropists. 
They helped children, women, families, and animals to have better lives in many ways. 
   Elizabeth was preceded in death by her husband of 57 years, James E. Yohe, and her parents. She is survived by her 
daughter, Jennifer Yohe (Ricky Cullipher); son, David Yohe; sister, Mary Jane Day (Jim); and brother, John Reid.  Funeral 
Services were held on July 23, 2014, at Alexander Newburgh Chapel. Burial services will be at a later date. 
   Contributions: Liz had a dream to start "Caps for Kids", a group of people who would meet to make or provide hats for chil-
dren going through medical treatment at St. Jude's Hospital. If anyone would like to join with her, they may bring a new, fun/
cool child's hat to the funeral home, or send to the family at any time to be forwarded to St. Jude's. As she was also con-
cerned about children having enough food, contributions may also be made in her honor to the Tri-State Food Bank.  



 Anti-Racism Activist to Speak at Human 

Relations Commission Annual Dinner  

 

   (Evansville, IN) – The Evansville-

Vanderburgh County Human Relations 

Commission Annual Dinner will hold on 

Tuesday, September 30, at 7 p.m. at Old Na-

tional Events Plaza (formerly the Centre). 

The keynote speaker will be Tim Wise, a 

leading anti-racism writer and educator.  

   The 2014 Mayor’s Celebration of Diversi-

ty Awards will be presented at the Annual 

Dinner. The awards recognize businesses, 

organizations and individuals that embrace 

and celebrate diversity.  

   Ticket donations are $30. Corporate spon-

sorships are also available. Please contact the 

Human Relations Commission at (812) 436-

4927 for additional information. To nomi-

nate an individual, organization for business 

for the Mayor’s Celebration of Diversity 

Awards, please visit 

www.evansvillegov.org/diversityawards.  

   Tim Wise is among the most prominent 

anti-racism writers and educators in the United States. Recently named one of “25 Visionaries who 

are Changing Your World” by Utne Reader, Wise has spoken in all 50 states, on over 1,000 college 

and high school campuses, and to community  groups across the nation. He has also lectured interna-

tionally in Canada and Bermuda on issues of comparative racism, race and education, racism and reli-

gion, and racism in the labor market.  

   Wise is the author of six books, including his most recent, Dear White America: Letter to a New Mi-

nority (City Lights Books), and White Like Me: Reflections on Race from a Privileged Son (recently 

updated and re-released by Soft Skull Press). He received the 2001 British Diversity Award for best 

feature essay on race issues, and his writings have appeared in dozens of popular, professional and 

scholarly journals. Wise has provided anti-racism training to teachers nationwide, and has conducted 

trainings with physicians and medical industry professionals on how to combat racial inequities in 

health care.  

   Wise has also trained corporate, government, entertainment, military and law enforcement officials 

on methods for dismantling racism in their institutions, and has served as a consultant for plaintiff’s 

attorneys in federal discrimination cases in New York and Washington State. In summer 2005, Wise 

served as an adjunct faculty member at the Smith College School for Social Work in Northampton, 

Massachusetts, where he co-taught a Master’s level class on Racism in the U.S. Wise graduated from 

Tulane University in 1990 and received anti-racism training from the People’s Institute for Survival 

and Beyond in New Orleans. Wise has appeared on hundreds of radio and television programs, is a 

regular contributor to discussions about race on CNN, and was featured in a segment on ABC’s 20/20 

in 2007.  


















