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Carbondale AIDS Walk is April 12, 

AIDS Memorial Service is April 27  
  The Annual Southern IL AIDS Walk has returned to the Carbondale Newman Center, being 

held on Saturday, April 12 at 11am.  Proceeds from the walk will benefit the purchase of 

grocery store gift cards for low-income families impacted by HIV / AIDS in the 19 southern-

most counties of  Illinois.  A health fair and registration will begin at 10am. 

   Volunteers are needed to help with the walk.  A volunteer meeting will be held at 7:30pm 

on Wednesday, April 2 at the Newman Center, 715 S. Washington Street. Donations, teams 

and walkers are also needed. Please register online at www.CarbondaleAIDSwalk.org, or 

send a check to AIDS Walk c/o Wally Paynter, 908 B Oak Street, Carmi, IL 62821. 

   Also on Sunday, April 27 the Carbondale Church of The Good Shepherd UCC will host 

the annual AIDS Candlelight Memorial Service at 6:30pm. The church is located at 515 S. 

Orchard Drive. A free-will offering will benefit the AIDS Holiday Project, and a reception 

will follow the service. 

   For more information about either of these events, please contact Wally Paynter at  

812-480-0204 or wallypaynter@aol.com 

TSA Youth Director   

Michael Harris Receives  
Diversity Leadership Award 

USI Senior Michael Harris was presented with the 

Willie Effie Thomas Diversity Award by Leadership 

Evansville on March 18.  In addition to being a full 

time student, he works full-time, is the director of 

the TSA Youth Group, a member of the TSA Board 

of Directors and volunteers as the TSA office coor-

dinator. He is pictured with TSA Youth Group  

member Lily Pease.  When Michael was a student at 

Harrison High School he served as youth group 

president.  

http://www.CarbondaleAIDSwalk.org
mailto:wallypaynter@aol.com


900 Attend TSA Pride Prom 
14th Annual TSA Prom Scheduled 

for April 11, 2015 at Holiday Inn 

TSA Halloween Dance Scheduled for Oct. 17  





Coming to USI April 7 & 8 

TSA Congratulates Michael Harris 

for his award from 

Leadership  

Evansville & thanks 

him for his hard 

work in TSA & the 

TSA Youth Group 



EPD Officer Involved in Lawsuit 

Challenging Same Sex Marriage Ban 
Tristatehomepage.com March 14, 2014 

 

   Two more lawsuits are filed today hat target Indiana's same sex marriage ban.  One suit involves an Evansville 

Police officer. She thinks marriage should be open to anyone. 

   Evansville Police Sgt. Karen Kajmowicz is one of eight people involved in a suit against Governor Mike Pence 

and the Indiana Public Retirement System. It follows three separate suits taking aim at the state's ban and how 

they say hurts their families. 

   "This has nothing to do with religious beliefs, it has nothing to do with faith," Kajmowicz says. It has every-

thing to do with fairness for her. 

   "I do the same work my coworkers do and part of that is, the work we do as a public service, is a pension that 

we, and my family, are afforded after we leave the department," she says. 

   She, her spouse, and three other couples sued Pence and the  Indiana Public Retirement System, claiming the 

state's same sex marriage ban prevents her family from getting the same benefits as other couples.  The suit 

claims the ban violates the equal protection clause of the fourteenth amendment. 

   "I owe it to myself, I owe it to my family that they receive the pension that I've worked for my whole life," 

Kajmowicz says. 

   It follows three separate suits filed in the past week targeting the ban. Kajmowicz spoke out against HJR 3 to a 

house committee back in January.  She says another reason for the suit was after seeing how the spouse of anoth-

er former officer didn't get full benefits after her death. 

   "We saw it first hand that all her co-workers would've received. And it really struck home with Tammi and I, 

that we couldn't let this happen," Kajmowicz adds. 

   The ACLU filed a separate suit today on behalf of five Indiana couples asking the state to recognize same sex 

marriages from out of state. We reached out to the Indiana Public Retirement System board for comment, but our 

calls weren't returned.  
 

 

FIRST RESPONDERS CHALLENGE 

INDIANA SAME-SEX MARRIAGE LAW 
   INDIANAPOLIS (WISH March 15 2014) – Same sex marriage is taking center-stage again in Central Indiana. This time 

it is over benefits.  Saturday, first responders in Indianapolis announced they were suing the state and the governor for the 

right to name their partners as beneficiaries. 

   The lawsuit is an 18-page explanation of why the spouses of three current IMPD officers and one retired Indianapolis 

firefighter should get pension and death benefits. 

   24-Hour News 8 was there Saturday as the eight women announced they were suing Indiana Governor Mike Pence and 

officials with the “Indiana Public Retirement System,” which oversees the police officers’ and firefighters’ pension fund. 

   It all started when IFD Batallion Chief Ruth Morrison retired at the end of last year. She says she tried to name her spouse 

as her pension beneficiary four months ago and was denied by the state. She contacted attorneys and found three more first 

responders, who were legally married in other states, but are in the same boat in Indiana. 

   “We don’t receive the same benefits that any other firefighters or police officers do. Our spouses would be out in the cold. 

Also, if there’s a line of duty death — the ultimate sacrifice — their spouses wouldn’t be taken care of with the funds,” 

Ruth Morrison told 24-Hour News 8. 

   The funds she mentioned are $150,000 from the state that would be given to the family left behind after a first responder 

dies. Since Indiana doesn’t recognize same-sex marriage, their monthly pension money and death benefits would go back to 

the state, not to the spouse. 

   One of the two attorneys who filed the suit told 24-Hour News 8 they decided to file it now because similar laws against 

same-sex marriage are being stricken down in other states. They say it’s not right that the state of Indiana voids these cou-

ples’ marriages in the same way it voids marriages of the mentally incompetent, the drunk, or the drugged. 



EPD Officer Sues State for 

Same Sex Pension Benefits 
By Chelsea Schneider,  Evansville Courier & Press, March 19, 2014 

 

    Evansville Police Officer Karen Kajmowicz-Vaughn is among a group of Indiana law enforcement 

officials suing the state in hopes of securing equal pension benefits for same-sex partners. 

    In January as the General Assembly was debating a proposed constitutional amendment banning same

-sex marriage and similar civil unions in Indiana, Kajmowicz-Vaughn was among opponents who spoke 

in front of a full House chamber to explain how such a ban would cause uncertainty for her family. 

    “It’s scary,” Kajmowicz-Vaughn said. “She (her partner) would be left alone with the three kids and 

no income.” 

    The lawsuit to which Kajmowicz-Vaughn is a party, is one of five lawsuits to have been filed in feder-

al court beginning March 7 protesting the effects of Indiana’s marriage law. All were reassigned this 

week to U.S. District Court Judge Richard L. Young, who serves as Chief Judge of the Southern Indiana 

District Court. 

   Indiana Attorney General Greg Zoeller said this week that he will defend the state statue under the du-

ty of his office. Zoeller said he anticipated the cases to either be consolidated or some of the cases stayed 

as another is heard. 

   “The courts are the only ones that can say whether a statue is constitutional or not for the last decade, 

we’ve defended in state court challenges (to) whether our marriage statue violates our Indiana constitu-

tion. We’ve been successful in that defense,” Zoeller said. “Now the questions are whether it violates the 

federal constitution. I think it’s important those questions be raised through the federal courts, so that we 

know for a fact whether this is a violation of the federal constitutional right of individuals.” 

   The Indiana General Assembly adopted a version of the proposed amendment without language civil 

unions. The earliest it can go to voters is November 2016. But Indiana law currently prohibits same-sex 

marriage and the recognition of those unions legally performed in other states. 

   Kajmowicz-Vaughn and her partner, Tammy Kajmowicz-Vaughn, were legally married in Iowa last 

year. However if Karen were killed in the line of duty, Tammy wouldn’t receive a $150,000 payment 

from the state’s pension fund afforded to a surviving spouse of a heterosexual couple, according to the 

lawsuit. 

   Also, while the couple’s three children would receive a monthly stipend, Tammy would not, making 

the family’s monthly benefit less than that for the family of a heterosexual couple in the same situation, 

according to the lawsuit. 

   Karen Kajmowicz-Vaughn said she tries to be careful about people’s beliefs and stressed the lawsuit 

centers on the issue of pension benefits. 

   “I respect everybody’s opinion and what beliefs they have,” Kajmowicz-Vaughn said. “In my opinion, 

it doesn’t violate someone’s beliefs just saying that we need to honor every person as an equal.” 

   The other lawsuits, including one filed by the American Civil Liberties Union of Indiana, are centered 

on couples who want to legally marry in Indiana or have their unions recognized in the state. The cases 

use similar reasoning as lawsuits filed across the country in arguing Indiana’s marriage law violates the 

Equal Protection and Due Process clauses found in the Fourteenth Amendment of the U.S. Constitution. 

   Ken Falk, legal director for ACLU of Indiana, said in his experiences, related cases are joined together 

for purposes of briefing and decisions, but each case remains independent for each plaintiff to raise an 

argument. 

http://www.courierpress.com/news/topic/greg-zoeller/






 

 

 

 

 

TSA thanks 

IN State Senator Vaneta Becker 

IN State Rep Gail Riecken 
For voting NO on HJR3, the Indiana 

Marriage Discrimination Amendment 

__________________________________________________________________________________________________________  

 

PFLAG Meeting 
Tuesday, April 15, 7pm 

1st Presbyterian Church 
609 SE 2nd Street, Downtown Evansville 

Topic: City of Evansville Same Sex Benefits 

Kelley Coures & Malcolm Cook 

Mardi Gras Party a Success! 







Get the expanded TSA 
Newsletter by email. Sign 

up at www.TSAGL.org  

TSA Office 

Needs Donations 
new refrigerator 

Coca-Cola products & Bottled Water 
gently used computer / laptop  

‘college dorm’ size refrigerator 

 

To make a donation, contact  

Wally at 812-480-0204 or 

wallypaynter@aol.com. 

Keep up with us 

on FACEBOOK! 

 

‘Like’ the  

 

Tri-State Alliance  
 

and the  
 

Tri-State AIDS 

Holiday Project 



JACKSON COUNTY IL ISSUES FIRST 

SAME SEX MARRIAGE LICENSE 
By Dustin Duncan, The Southern Illinoisan, March 13, 2014 

 

MURPHYSBORO -- Joe Powers 

and Duane Cole have waited 33 

years to  be recognized as a mar-

ried couple.   Their wait came to 

an end on Wednesday as Jackson 

County became the most recent 

county in Illinois and the first in 

Southern Illinois to issue same-

sex marriage licenses. 
   “I didn’t think I would be as ex-

cited as I am, but after 33 years I 

am still excited,” Powers said. “It 

was important because we have 

waited so long,” Cole said. “We 

never believed this day would 

come. It has been a very slow pro-

cess.” Powers said the couple also 

now has recognition on the feder-

al level as a married couple. 

   The legal recognition as a mar-

ried couple will offer Cole and 

Powers new rights, such as inher-

itance (even without a will), the 

ability to be on spouse’s medical insurance plan and make medical decisions for a spouse in an emergency. 

Powers said this has been a real fulfillment to the couple and is proof of the Rev. Martin Luther King Jr.'s 

quote: “The arc of moral universe is long but it bends towards justice.” 

   “This is the day when we see justice,” Powers said. Powers and Cole met when they lived in St. Louis,. They 

have lived in Jackson County for the past four years. They received the civil union in June 2011 and were the 

first in Jackson County to do so. Jackson County Circuit Clerk Larry Reinhardt said he was spurred to begin 

issuing the licenses when Illinois Attorney General Lisa Madigan issued an opinion based on a federal judge’s 

ruling.  

   “We were only three months away from (the legislation's original) implementation,” Reinhardt said. “I didn’t 

think it was worth the chance to open us up for a lawsuit.” The law states that for a 12-month period, civil un-

ions can be converted to a marriage without a fee. The date on the marriage license will be retroactive to the 

date on the couple’s civil union. 

   Bernard Cherkasov, CEO of Equality Illinois, said this is a great day in the life of those getting married. 

“This is all about those couples,” he said. 

   Cherkasov said even though the LGBT community can now marry in some counties in Illinois, the fight is 

not completely over. “There is still so much work in our journey to full equality,” Cherkasov said.  

   Illinois was the 17th state to legalize same-sex marriages, and Cherkasov said eventually more states will do 

so. “I really do believe in the next five years we will have marriage equality all around the country,” he said. 

“Just look at the trend, a year ago today we only had six states with marriage equality and now we have 17.” 

Joe Powers, left, and Duane Cole wait to sign a marriage license in 

the Jackson County Clerk's office. The couple has been together 

for 33 years and received a civil union in June 2011. Powers and 

Cole are the first to received a marriage license in Southern Illi-

nois.    Photo by Adam Testa, The Southern 









 

 

Photos courtesy of    

Miscawa Media 

 

 

 

TSA Thanks the Brickhouse & Bret Ashby for hosting a successful 

TSA Youth Group Benefit. A special thanks to these performers 

who donated their time, talents and tips: Paris Stars, Kendra James, 

Alik Muf, Raven Thorn, Alexander Storm, Blake Anthony Storm, 

Kidd Punk, Xander Havoc, Drew Uin, Madix Lovin,  

Skylar Lewinsky, Justin Lovan, CoCo Deville, Jayden Licious. 





For Sale: Split, 

seasoned firewood 
50% ash, 30% cherry, 20% oak and other hardwoods. Free delivery within Evansville.  All  

proceeds are donated to one of the following charities (your choice):  United Methodist Youth 

Home, Old North United Methodist Church 2014 Youth Mission Trip , St. Matthew's Food Pantry, 

or the Tri-State AIDS Holiday Project.  $95/pick-up load. Cash only please.  

Contact:  

Bruce Wright 

812-422-9155 
anbrwright@insightbb.com  

http://us-mg5.mail.yahoo.com/compose?to=anbrwright@insightbb.com


This Friday 
Show is 7pm EST 
6pm Central time 










