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6th Annual TSA Celebrity Dinner 

Scheduled for Sunday, Aug. 18 

Save the Date: Rummage Sale is Aug. 23 & 

24 at St. Lucas UCC in Evansville 
Proceeds Benefit the Tri-State Alliance AIDS Holiday Project 

Contact Wally at 812-480-0204 or wallypaynter@aol.com to donate items  

   The 6th Annual Celebrity Dinner, a 

fundraiser for the Tri-State Alliance AIDs 

Holiday Project, will be held on Sunday, 

Aug. 18 at 6pm at the Evansville Airport 

Holiday Inn, 7101 Highway 41 North, Ev-

ansville.  The event will feature a variety 

of local celebrities, who will sit at your 

table of 8 guests and serve dinner to your 

party. 

   The evening will feature a silent auction, 

a live auction, music from the Little Old 

Dam Band, and a tip competition between 

the waiters. To donate an auction item, contact event chair Wally Paynter at 812-480-0204 or wally-

paynter@aol.com. If you can not attend but wish to support the event, please send a check and put 

student sponsorship on the memo, to allow a member of the TSA Youth Group to attend the event. 

  The cost of the dinner is a very reasonable $37.50 a person, $75 a couple or $300 for a table of 8. 

Checks can be made payable to TSA Celebrity Dinner, PO Box 2901, Evansville, IN 47728 or pay-

ment can be made online at www.CelebrityDinner.org.   

   The event benefits the Tri-State Alliance AIDS Holiday Project as it works to meet the needs of 

over 375 low-income households impacted by HIV / AIDS during the holiday season in 36 counties 

throughout the Tri-State. 

   The menu for the event includes Sliced Roma Tomato, Romaine Lettuce with Balsamic Vinai-

grette Dressing, Princess Chicken stuffed with Spinach and Cheese, Topped with Asparagus and 

Chiron Sauce, Roasted Red Skin potatoes, Grilled Vegetable Medley, Tiramisu Torte with Chocolate 

Sauce, Rolls, Iced Tea, Water, and Coffee Service.  If you need a vegetarian or other special diet re-

quest, please include your request when making your reservation.  

Celebrity waiters pose with Bobbi Warren at the 2012 dinner. 



TSA Youth Group 

Donors Needed! 
 

Please help Youth Group 

members   attend the Sept. 6 

Human Relations Commission 

Diversity Dinner by sending a 

check for $30 to TSA Youth Group, PO 

Box 2901, Evansville, IN 47728 or do-

nate online at www.TSAGL.org 

 

We are also looking for groups 

and individuals to provide food 

for youth group on a Saturday 

night. To donate or provide food, 

please contact Wally Paynter at 812-480-

0204 or wallypaynter@aol.com. 



 

More of the local media coverage from the 

US Supreme Court’s June DOMA decision 

Local same sex couples "elated" about  

Supreme Court rulings By Allyson Kraemer, WFIE 

 

   Same-sex couples in the Tri-State told 14 News they've been waiting a long time for a landmark decision, like the 

one delivered by the Supreme Court Tuesday, and called this a monumental step in the right direction. Evansville 

couple Katie and Whitney Watts got married last year in Connecticut---one of 12 states that recognizes same-sex 

marriage. Whitney says they were very anxious last night, they couldn't sleep and when the decision came down this 

morning they were elated.  Katie and Whitney join a wealth of other same sex couples in the area, like Michael Har-

ris and Ricky Strunk.  

   Michael and Ricky have been together for three years. Michael said they got up early Tuesday morning to watch 

the coverage of the Supreme Court ruling and when it finally came down, he said they couldn't believe it. "I heard it 

and you think you're ready for it, but when you hear it, it's just a feeling that washes over you, it's a validation. It's all 

the work we've done, that I've done and that others have done is working and you're on the right track," Michael said. 

   Michael said Ricky was equally overwhelmed. "(He) jumped on me and said, you're going to marry me soon," Har-

ris said. Harris said his hard work is finally being rewarded. "The momentum is there and you can see society change 

right in front of your eyes and it's a fascinating thing," Michael said. Michael said he and Ricky could certainly go to 

a state like Connecticut or California and get married, but they'd ultimately like to be married in Indiana.  "The mo-

mentum is there, that in time and I'm pretty sure that in my lifetime, that if I stayed here, that it would come here,," 

Michael said. 

   Governor Mike Pence issued a statement today that expressed his disappointment with the Supreme Court's deci-

sion. A portion of the statement reads: 

   "I look forward to supporting efforts by members of the Indiana General Assembly to place a constitutional amend-

ment on the ballot for voter consideration next year."   That amendment would put the state ban on same-sex mar-

riage into the state constitution.  

   Some residents say their views align with those of Governor Pence and think the issue should be left to state gov-

ernment.    "I'm for marriage between a man and a woman. I think the federal government is too involved, I think it 

should be more of a state to state issue and I don't think the federal government should have their hand in it," one Ev-

ansville man said. While others think the decision should be free of government involvement. 

   "The idea of same sex marriage as in walking down the aisle, saying 'I do', is more of a church issue than a govern-

mental issue. I feel like the government doesn't really have a lot of business mess-

ing with that," Evansville resident Paul Jones said. 

   Michael said he understands and respects these differing opinions.  "You can 

have your opinion, but you don't 

have to obstruct others from 

moving forward. Nothing's 

forced upon anyone else. It's 

only an inclusion of more, not 

an exclusion," Michael said.  
 

Reprinted with  

permission from the 

www.14news.com  

web site 



 

More of the local media coverage from the 

US Supreme Court’s June DOMA decision 

Same Sex Marriage Supporters 

Applaud Supreme Court Ruling 
By Michael Pickett, WEHT / WTVW 

 

   Here in the Tri-State, supporters of same sex marriage are cheering the court's decision. Supporters say they're ec-

static with the ruling and say it's something that should've been done earlier. But it's not deterring opponents. 

   They say every vote counts. To same sex marriage supporters, one vote meant everything. 

   "I think that this is exactly the kind of thing we need for the community," says Stephanie Decker. She was elated at 

the Supreme Court's decision to overturn the Defense of Marriage Act. She says it's another sign of a growing shift in 

government and society.  

   "Seeing role models on TV, seeing that the government can get behind their relationship is a big deal for them to 

know things can get better," she says. 

   Michael Harris of the Tri-State Alliance says the ruling could spur other states to legalize same sex marriage before 

its too late for their legacy. 

   "You don't want to be the last one on that train," he says. "I think this helps the momentum there, push it forward to 

where states and localities who, otherwise wouldn't participate, will feel the urge not to be left behind." 

   Yet the court's not changing all minds. Indiana House Speaker Brian Bosma says the rulings allows Indiana to act 

alone. He's continuing his push to put the state's gay marriage ban into the state's constitution.  Senate President Pro 

Tempore David Long says, "It appears that the court has left intact the right of states to determine for themselves 

how to define marriage." But Harris says even if state lawmakers succeed, their minds, like the Defense of Marriage 

Act, can be changed. 

   "Eventually, if they pass it, I'm sure they'll have to go back and re-evaluate their stance," Harris says. 

Reprinted with permission from the www.tristatehomepage.com web site 
 

Paynter Applauds DOMA Overturn 
By Randy Wheeler of WIKY, June 26, 2013 

 

   Supreme Court rulings on two cases favoring gay marriage are something that Wally Paynter has 

been waiting for, for years. But the head of the Tri-State Alliance says the rulings are just a start - 

especially in states such as Indiana, Illinois and Kentucky that still don't recognize gay marriages.   

   The high court invalidated a provision of the federal Defense of Marriage Act that has prevented 

married gay couples from receiving a range of tax, health and retirement benefits that are generally 

available to married people.  

   But Paynter says that when it comes to state taxes and inheritances, Indiana will continue to treat 

gay couples as if they are strangers. 

 

Reprinted with permission from the www.wiky.com web site 



Tell us about yourself, and when did you first real-

ize your sexual orientation and gender identity: I’m 

16, pansexual, and live on the North side, though I may 

be moving to the west side soon. I love to read, draw 

and sleep.  I realized I liked girls when I was in the 6th 

grade.  I put a name to my sexuality about a year ago. 
 

How have your family and friends dealt with ac-

cepting you as who you are? The ones who are im-

portant have accepted me. 

 

What are your long-term plans? I want to go to beau-

ty school for a year, to cut hair while I go to school for 

some sort of art. 

 

What are your plans for the next year? I just want to 

relax, be with friends and maybe get a job. 

 

What is the biggest change for the LGBT communi-

ty you would like to see in our region? I’d like to see acceptance of LGBTQ* people in the com-

munity and less ignorance in and outside the community.  

 

Describe your first experience hearing about and coming to the TSA Youth Group What has 

the TSA Youth Group meant to you? My dad first told me about TSA, and the first time I came I 

had a great time.  TSA means acceptance and true friends to me. 

Interview with Alanna Appel 
TSA Youth Group Member from Vanderburgh County, Indiana 

Support the TSA 

Youth Group 
Support the region’s LGBT youth under 

the age of 21. Donate to the TSA Youth 

Group, PO Box 2901, Evansville, IN 

47728; to donate a meal or soft drinks or 

contact Wally at wallypaynter@aol.com or 

812-480-0204, or donate on-line at 

www.TSAGL.org.  Volunteer by attend-

ing the next TSA Youth Group Advisory 

Board meeting on Sunday, Aug. 18 at 

4pm at the Evansville Airport Holiday 

Inn on US Highway 41.   



Tell us about yourself, and when did you first realize your sex-

ual orientation and gender identity: I am sixteen years old, 

straight, CIS male, living in North Evansville. I come from a mas-

sive family, most of them are accepting but my uncle and grandfa-

ther are pretty closed-minded. I have always been attracted to fe-

males. 

What are your long-term plans? Write a book, finish reading 

list, and join a band. 

What are your plans for the next year? To try to succeed in life. 

What is the biggest change for the LGBT community you 

would like to see in our region? Marriage equality and ac-

ceptance. 

Describe your first experience hearing about and coming to 

the TSA Youth Group What has the TSA Youth Group meant 
to you? I heard about it through Gabe & Alanna. It's helped me become accepting and supportive to 

most everyone. 

Interview with Gabriel Stephens 
TSA Youth Group Member from Vanderburgh County, Indiana 

Interview with Josh Handegard 
TSA Youth Group Member from Vanderburgh County, Indiana 

Tell us about yourself, and when did you first realize your sexual ori-

entation and gender identity: I am 17. I identify as male and gay. I live in 

Evansville.  I first told someone I was gay in 4th grade.  I told my family in 

6th grade.  They did not have a problem with it, they never have. I knew I 

was gay when I was 7 years old.  The first person I told was my cousin. I 

came out to one of my friends as by, then as gay later in life. 

How have your family and friends dealt with accepting you as who you 

are? My family has never had a problem with it. I did lose some friends 

thought, but I'm better without them. 

What are your long-term plans? I would like a Ph.D. in psychology and 

many arts degrees.  I also am a goldsmith  

and a lapidary artist, I plan to further pursue this as well. 

What are your plans for the next year? Next year I would like to know 

most sign language and further pursue my understanding of the French language. 

What is the biggest change for the LGBT community you would like to see in our region? There are a 

lot of problems understanding the gay community and I would like all  of these things put into public 

knowledge. 

Describe your first experience hearing about and coming to the TSA Youth Group What has the 

TSA Youth Group meant to you? I first heard of TSA from one of my friends. She brought me to the 

meeting and when we got there. I sat down and had a conversation with one of the adult facilitators.  The 

group for me has made me more active in the community, as well as introduced to some amazing people. 
 



Tri-State Alliance congratulates Father 

Matthew Malek on his July 13 ordina-

tion and for conducting his first mass on 

July 14 at Mt. St. Francis Indiana. Pic-

tured with Matt are his sister Nancy 

Crewe and his nephew Brian Malek.  

 

For Sale:  Split, seasoned firewood 
50% ash, 30% cherry, 20% oak and other hardwoods. Free delivery within 

Evansville.  All proceeds are donated to one of the following charities 

(your choice):  United Methodist Youth Home, Old North United Methodist 

Church 2014 Youth Mission Trip , St. Matthew's Food Pantry, or the Tri-

State AIDS Holiday Project.  Summer rate:  $85/pick-up load.  After Octo-

ber 1st:  $95/pick-up load. Cash only please.  

Contact: Bruce Wright, 422-9155, anbrwright@insightbb.com  

Gay Day at Holiday World 

is Aug. 25, Donations  

Needed for Youth Tickets 
   TSA has declared Sunday, Aug. 25 as the unoffi-

cial GLBT Day at Holiday World located in Santa 

Claus, Indiana. This is a theme park with music, 

roller coasters, other rides and a large water park. 

The park is open from 9:30am— 7:30pm on this 

date, with the water park open from 10:30am—

6:30pm. This is one of the more affordable and 

cleaner theme parks, and also gives free soft drinks 

and water to its patrons. The park is located south 

of Interstate 64, and you can find more information 

at www.HolidayWorld.com. The Tri-State Alliance 

will be taking members of its GLBT youth group to 

the park on this date, and donations are needed to 

help support this effort. Checks can be sent to the 

TSA Youth Group, PO Box 2901, Evansville, IN 

47728 or donations can be made on-line at 

www.TSAGL.org. 

http://us-mg5.mail.yahoo.com/compose?to=anbrwright@insightbb.com
http://www.HolidayWorld.com
http://www.TSAGL.org


TSA Thanks the Community & 

Youth Group for Their Support 

Here are pictures of the TSA Youth Group members for their hard work during 

our Volunteer Weekend (car wash, mailing and working in TSA offices) 



Henderson Chevrolet 

MALCOLM COOK 
Sales & Leasing Executive 

812-455-5408 270-826-7600 
Cross that money saving bridge to support TSA! 

Bring in this ad when you purchase a car 
from Malcolm & $100 will be donated to TSA 

TSA Volunteer Night 
Thursday, Aug. 29 

5-7pm, TSA Offices, 
501 John St. Suite 5, Evansville 
Free food & soft drinks, help with 

Newsletter & safer sex kits 

The Rainbow Café 
(618) 521-2328 

www.rainbowcafe.org 
Friday Drop-in 7—10pm 

A safe place for gay, lesbian, bisexual 
and transgender teens and their friends 

Bret W. Ashby          Color Specialist 

 

WHITE SANDS 
Hair & Nails 

  

2221 E. Morgan Ave.    Shop 437-9482 
Evansville, IN 47711     Cell  205-5583 

New Hope UCC 
1010 East Fourth Street 
Downtown Owensboro 
Worship Sundays at 11am 

www.newhopeucc.org 
God accepts you as you are and so do we.  

Unitarian Universalist 
Congregation of Owensboro 

WELCOMES YOU TO: Religious Education- Sunday 
@ 9:30 am; Worship- Sunday @10:30 am,  

Meditation- Thursday @ 6:30pm 
1221 CEDAR ST., OWENSBORO KY 42301  

(CORNER OF CEDAR & PARRISH) 
www.uucowensboro.org  270-684-1224 

An open and affirming congregation 
Where faith & reason come together 

Zion United Church of Christ 
437 First St., Henderson, KY 

Sunday School - 9:30am, Worship - 10:30am 

Church Phone: 270 826 0605  
Rev. Deborah McBride, Pastor 

www.zionucchenderson.com 
"NO MATTER WHO YOU ARE OR WHERE YOU ARE 
ON LIFE'S JOURNEY, YOU ARE WELCOME HERE" 

Jim’s Photography 
Same sex weddings, portraits, individu-
al & couples. Working to meet the pho-
tography needs of the 

GLBT community! 

Jim M. Willis 
(812) 909-1529 

Tri-State Alliance Newsletter 
Published & Distributed by 

Tri-State Alliance, Inc. 
PO Box 2901, Evansville, IN 47728 

812-480-0204, wallypaynter@aol.com, 

www.TSAGL.org 

www.AIDSHolidayProject.org 

812-306-3053  poweroftouch@att.net 

Veterans Memorial Coliseum 
300 Court Street,  Evansville Indiana 47708 

(812) 424-5879 
  

Event Rental Facility: Wedding Receptions, Ban-
quets. Parties, Meetings, Concerts, School Func-

tions, Trade Shows Wrestling Shows, Sporting 
Events, Craft Shows, Reunions  

  

Every Friday Coliseum Bingo 6:00pm, Lic #127811 

http://www.uucowensboro.org


Remember TSA in 

Your Will By Wally Paynter 

     Making a difference in our community is important. 

TSA has worked to serve our community since 1980. To 

make a difference in our community, donations of time and 

money have always been very important. 

     One way to continue to make a difference is by remem-

bering TSA in your estate planning. I choose to volunteer 

for the 2 charities that are the most important to me and my 

life (TSA and the First Presbyterian Church of Evansville). 

     As I prepared my will, I have included TSA, and my 

church in my estate planning. Though this will not be a lot 

of money, it will be my way to help make a difference in 

the future after I am gone. 

     I encourage you to consider the Tri-State Alliance as 

your prepare your estate. Our legal name is the Tri-State 

Alliance, Inc., our address is PO Box 2901, Evansville, 

IN 47728, and our Federal ID number is 35-1636272. 

Whether you remember us in your will, life estate or in 

your life insurance, you can help us continue to make a 

difference. TSA has served our region for 32 years, and 

your consideration will help us continue to make a differ-

ence into the future! Contact me at 812-480-0204 or   

wallypaynter@aol.com for more information. 

TSA Offers Educational 
Presentations 

  TSA volunteers Kelley Coures, Stephanie Decker 
and Wally Paynter are available to speak to classes 
and groups on the following LGBT and HIV topics.  
TSA requests that you contact us as much in advance 
as possible to arrange for one of these presentations. 
   The following presentations are made by TSA VP 
Kelley Coures, who can be reached at 
kcoures@aol.com 
Aging Issues in the LGBT Population of America 
Gay & Lesbian Images in American Film   
The Hidden Holocaust  
4000 Years of GLBT History  
   Stephanie Decker does a short presentation on  
Cyberbullying. She can be reached at  
smdecker@eagles.usi.edu. 
   Wally Paynter gives presentations on Working with 
Diverse Populations and also Current Issues in the 
HIV / AIDS Pandemic.  He can be reached at 812-
480-0204 or wallypaynter@aol.com. 

Where are the Watts? 
 

Thursday 8/1: Hosting karaoke at Stockyard Inn 9 pm 

Friday 8/2: Stockyard Inn 9:30-12:30 

Saturday 8/3: O'Brian's 10-2:30 

Wednesday 8/7: Hosting open mic at Deerhead 8-11 

Thursday 8/8: Hosting karaoke at Stockyard Inn 9 pm 

Saturday 8/10: Stockyard Inn 9:30-12:30 

Sun. 8/11: Art Show @ Old Town (2nd St downtown) 10-4  

Thursday 8/15: Ri Ra 9:30-12:30 

Saturday 8/17: Stockyard Inn 9:30-12:30 

Wednesday 8/21: Deerhead 8-11 

Thursday 8/22: Hosting karaoke at Stockyard Inn 9 pm 

Friday 8/23: Ri Ra Louisville (on 4th St Live) 10-2 

Wednesday 8/28: Kanpai 7-9 (all ages) 

Thursday 8/29: Verve Nightclub (Terre Haute) 10-2 

 

Friday 8/30: Babel Bar 

& Lounge, 323 Main St, 
Downtown Evansville 10pm-2am 

 

facebook.com/musicbykatiewatts 
facebook.com/artbykatiewatts 

 Tri-State Alliance 

Seeks Interns  

 

Fall 2013 or Spring 2014 Internship Opportunity:  The 

Tri-State Alliance (TSA) is seeking an intern who will serve as a 

Project Manager for its diversity training and educational program. 

The intern will help present existing programming and develop new 

educational programming that promotes cultural diversity. The intern 

will help write, edit and design educational materials (both print and 

multi-media). The position would also require some community out-

reach with groups and organizations as an effort to promote TSA’s 

educational programming throughout the tri-state area.  

 

Fall 2013 Internship Opportunity: The Tri-State Alliance 

(TSA) is seeking an intern who will serve as a Project Manager for 

the AIDS Holiday Project. This project works to meet the needs of 

375 low-income families impacted with HIV/AIDS in the tri-state 

area for the holidays. The intern will be in charge of community out-

reach with schools, churches, and other organizations, especially in 

regards to the recruitment of volunteers and sponsors for this project. 

Other job duties may include coordinating project events, developing 

new research or educational programming to promote the AIDS Hol-

iday Project, and assisting in delivery of donations to the families we 

serve.  
 

For information contact TSA President Wally Paynter at 

812-480-0204 or  wallypaynter@aol.com, or TSA Vice 

President Kelley Coures at kcoures@aol.com.    

All internship positions are for college credit only. 



TSA Thanks the Community, Blush, 

& Shannon Aleksandr Salon for a 

Great 2nd Annual Wally’s Red Party 



TSA Thanks Sassafras, Katie Watts, Michelle 

Shelton, Casey Williams and sponsor Kelley 

Coures for a Great 2nd Annual Wally’s Red Party 







TSA thanks Bret Ashby & the Brickhouse for hosting the after party benefit for Wally’s 

Red Party.  We continue to thank the Brickhouse for distributing our newsletter, sponsor-

ing our pride picnic, hosting fundraisers for local LGBT organizations, and sponsoring 

low-income families impacted by HIV / AIDS through the Tri-State AIDS Holiday Pro-

ject. Their support is unique and unmatched by any nightclub in the Tri-State! 

TSA Thanks Brickhouse for 

Another Successful Benefit! 



RESERVATION FORM 
 

 

Name: 

 

Phone:      Email: 

 
_____ tickets are $37.50 a person (table of 8 costs $300)  ___________ 

Donation to sponsor a student to attend ($30)    ___________ 

Additional donation for AIDS Holiday Project    ___________ 

 

Total enclosed          $__________ 

 

Send check to TSA Celebrity Dinner, PO Box 2901, 

Evansville, IN 47728 or pay online at www.CelebrityDinner.org 
 

Questions or special diet needs? Contact Wally Paynter at 

812-480-0204 or wallypaynter@aol.com 



AIDS Holiday Project 

Rummage Sale 
Donations Needed 

Friday & Saturday, Aug. 23 & 24, 6am-4pm 

St. Lucas United Church of Christ 
33 West Virginia Street, Evansville, Indiana 

 

Save & Donate Clean, Useable, Un-

wanted Items To Benefit the AIDS Holi-

day Project! Help meet the needs of 375 

low-income households impacted by 

HIV / AIDS throughout the 36 counties 

throughout the Tri-State!  
 

 

Drop off items on Saturdays at 7pm at 501 John Street Suite 5, Evansville 

We can pick up your donated items, contact us at  
Doreen of Jasper at 812-827-0135 or dr_lechner@hotmail.com 

Stephanie of  Tell City at smdecker0@gmail.com or 812.719.4633 
Wally of Carmi IL / Evansville at 812-480-0204 or wallypaynter@aol.com 

Mark of Evansville at 812-598-2393 or markgfox@yahoo.com 

www.AIDSHolidayProject.org 



 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Presents the 6th Annual 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
A casual dinner featuring a live auction, silent auction, Celebrity Waiters, 

a waiter tip competition, & music from the Little Old Dam Band 

 

Cost: $37.50 a person, $75 a couple, $300 for a table of 8 

Send check to TSA Celebrity Dinner, PO Box 2901, 

Evansville, IN 47728 or pay online at www.CelebrityDinner.org 
 

After-Party Benefit is at the Brickhouse 
201 W. Illinois St., (2 blocks from North Main St.), Evansville 

 

The Tri-State Alliance AIDS Holiday Project serves 375 low-income households impacted 

by HIV / AIDS in 36 counties throughout the Tri-State. www.AIDSholidayProject.org 

Sunday, Aug. 18, 2013, 6pm 
Airport Holiday Inn, 7101 Highway 41 North, Evansville, IN 
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