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GLBT Prom is April 21st 
Help make us the largest prom in the Tri-State 2 years in a row!  

    The 11th Annual GLBT (Alternative) Prom will be held 
on Saturday, April 21st at the Evansville Airport Holiday 
Inn (formerly the Evansville Airport Marriott), 7101 US 
Highway 41 North, Evansville. 
    The cost to attend is $10 a person and appetizers will 
be provided at 7pm.  The prom will last from 7pm—12 
midnight.  Security will be provided by off-duty uniformed 
Vanderburgh County Sheriff’s deputies.  Volunteers will 

gather at 1pm that day to decorate.  Watch Facebook 
and the TSA website (www.TSAGL.org) for updates on 
the Prom, including on how to run or vote for Prom roy-
alty. 
   The lesbian, gay, bisexual, transgender communities 
and straight-supportive allies are welcome and encour-
aged to attend this annual event.  Last year over 400 
attended; help us beat that record this year! 

2nd Public Hearing on Vanderburgh 
County Civil Rights Ordinance 
Scheduled for Monday, April 9 

    Those concerned about civil rights showed up in force to 
testify at the 1st public hearing held on March 19 before the 
Vanderburgh County Commissioners. A 2nd public hearing 
has been scheduled for 3pm on Monday, April 9 at Civic Cen-
ter Room 301, 1 NW Martin L. King Jr. Blvd., Evansville. 
   Those who did not speak at the March 19 hearing will be 
allowed to speak at this hearing. The proposed ordinance 
would add sexual orientation, gender identity, age & disability 
to the County’s civil rights ordinance.  A similar ordinance 
passed the City of Evansville unanimously last December. 
   The Tri-State Alliance urges the community to once again 
come out in force for this very important hearing. Only with 
your help and your voice can we hope to achieve the pas-
sage of the County’s civil rights code. TSA is looking for vol-
unteers to help with a letter-writing and post card campaign. 
For more information, contact Wally at wallypaynter@aol.com 
or 812-480-0204. 

Production of Laramie 
Project will be on April 27 

   On October 6, 1998, outside the sleepy town of Laramie 
Wyoming, “out” college student Matthew Shepard was sav-
agely beaten, tied to a fence and was left to die.  The brutality 
of this hate crime sent shockwaves throughout the country.  
Moises Kaufman and the members of the Tectonic Theatre 
Project traveled to Laramie to interview the citizens and re-
cord their lives over the year and a half following this violent 
crime.  Laramie could be any town in rural America.  The pro-
ject sought to capture one town in the midst of this terrible 
tragedy.  This play is the result of these interviews.   
    On Friday, April 27th at 7 PM, this play will be presented in 
the First Presbyterian Church Sanctuary, 609 SE 2nd Street, 
Downtown Evansville, with donations benefitting the TSA 
Youth Group.  Admission is a suggested $5 at the door, but 
donations above this would be greatly appreciated.  Please 
join us for this special night, and stay for the reception that 
follows this play.   

TSA congratulates Kelley Coures 
and Dr. Amie McKibban for the 
awards they received from Leadership 
Evansville on March 15, 2012. We also 
congratulate Amie for receiving the USI 
Phenomenal Woman Award on March 
22nd. Thanks for ALL that you do for our 
community! It makes a REAL difference! 



Southern IL AIDS Walk 
Volunteer Meeting 

Wednesday, April 18, 8pm 
SIUC Student Center, Thebes Room 
Questions? Contact Wally at 812-480-0204 or wallypaynter@aol.com 

 
 

 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 

Church of the Good Shepherd United Church of Christ 

515 S. Orchard Drive, Carbondale 
Sunday, April 29, 2012, 6:30pm 

Guest Speaker: Rev. Shane Smith 
A Reception will Immediately follow the service 

Sunday, April 29, 
6:30pm 



Queen Latifah Speaks in Evansville 
on Thursday, April 12th at the Centre 
   EVANSVILLE, IN - An Oscar-nominated actress and the man 
who brought Calypso to America will headline the 2012 Evans-
ville Celebration of Diversity Distinguished Lecture Series. 
   In a news conference today, Mayor Lloyd Winnecke an-
nounced that Queen Latifah and Harry Belafonte will be the fea-
tured speakers for the 2012 series. Latifah, a musician, actress, 
music label president, author, and entrepreneur, will speak at 
The Centre at 7:00 p.m. on Thursday, April 12. Belafonte will 
follow on Thursday, October 18 at 7:00 p.m. 
   Both events will be free and open to the public. No tickets are 
needed for admission. 
   “Since its inception in 2007, the Evansville Celebration of Di-
versity Distinguished Lecture Series has brought Evansville an 
exceptional group of lecturers, all speaking to the series’ mission 
to raise awareness, foster understanding, and enhance diversity 
through open community dialogue,” Winnecke said. “This year, 
we’re proud to add Queen Latifah and Harry Belafonte to a list 
that includes former Secretary of State Colin Powell, basketball 
great Magic Johnson, Coach Tony Dungy, Academy Award win-
ner Marlee Matlin, and our most recent event, 2011’s week-long 
visit with The Black Jew Dialogues.” 
   The season will begin April 12 with Queen Latifah, an Oscar-
nominated actress and Grammy-winning recording artist. Latifah, 
who is also an author, label president, and entrepreneur, has 
seen amazing success in Hollywood, and in 2006 became the 
first hip hop artist to be crowned with a star on the Hollywood 
Walk of Fame. 
   She began her music career in 1989 with the release of All Hail 
the Queen, which set the industry standard for female rappers. 
She followed the album up with her first film appearance, in 
Spike Lee’s 1991 film Jungle Fever, and in 1994 won a Grammy 
for Best Solo Rap Performance. Since that time she has contin-
ued acting and recording. She received an Oscar nomination, 

along with both Golden Globe and Screen Actors Guild nomina-
tions, for her portrayal of “Mama Morton” in the Best Picture-
winning musical Chicago. She also received several nominations 
and a Screen Actors Guild Award win for her latest TV movie, 
Life Support, where she both served as executive producer and 
starred as a mother who overcomes an addiction to crack to be-
come a positive role model and an AIDS activist in the black 
community. Her latest album, Persona, was released in 2009, 
and her latest film, Joyful Noise – in which she starred alongside 
Dolly Parton – was released last month.  
   “We’re excited to continue Evansville’s conversation about 
diversity in the coming months with visits from Queen Latifah 
and Harry Belafonte,” said Susan Hardwick, president of the 
Evansville Celebration of Diversity Distinguished Lecture Series 
board. “Along with their status as A-List entertainers, both of our 
speakers bring with them a unique perspective on the subject of 
diversity that will provide valuable insight and help our city con-
tinue to explore, appreciate, and celebrate the diversity of race, 
culture, and ethnicity.” 
   “We also hope to launch a community-wide assessment of the 
impact of the Lecture Series, now five years old, and other pro-
grams have had on attitudes toward diversity in Evansville and 
the surrounding communities.” 
   The Celebration of Diversity Lecture Series is a collaborative 
effort among the City of Evansville and businesses committed to 
the support of diversity within the Evansville community and sur-
rounding areas. The Diversity Lecture Series uniquely combines 
the shared resources of city government, education institutions, 
and business corporations to benefit all community constituen-
cies by creating a broad platform for thought provoking ideas. 
   For more information, visit celebratingdiversity.org, or follow us 
on Facebook. 

Respecting All Genders is the Topic of the April 17 PFLAG Meeting 
   "Respecting All Genders" will be the topic of discus-
sion at the Tuesday, April 17 Evansville PFLAG meet-
ing.  The meeting will be held at 7pm at 1st Presbyte-
rian Church (609 SE 2nd St, Downtown Evans-
ville).  This presentation will inform listeners of the ba-
sics of what being transgender or gender non-
conforming means as well as dispel some of the myths 
about these communities.   
   It will cover the spectrum of gender expression and 
provide some helpful tips about how to be respectful in 
both a professional and everyday manner.  Presenters 
include members of the group Gender Warriors, which 

is an advocacy group for transgender, genderqueer, 
and gender non-conforming people and their allies. 
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Remember TSA in Your Will 
By Wally Paynter 
   Making a difference in our community is important. TSA has 
worked to serve our community since 1980. To make a differ-
ence in our community, donations of time and money have al-
ways been very important. 
   One way to continue to make a difference is by remembering 
TSA in your estate planning. I choose to volunteer for the 3 
charities that are the most important to me and my life (TSA, 
MDA and 1st Presbyterian Church). 
   As I prepared my will, I have included TSA, MDA and my 
church in my estate planning. Though this will not be a lot of 
money, it will be my way to help make a difference in the future 
after I am gone. 
   I would like to encourage you to consider the Tri-State Alli-
ance as your prepare your estate. Our legal name is the Tri-
State Alliance, Inc., our address is PO Box 2901, Evansville, IN 
47728, and our Federal ID number is 35-1636272.  Whether 
you remember us in your will, life estate or in your life insur-
ance, you can help us continue to make a difference. TSA has 
served our region for 32 years, and your consideration will help 
us continue to make a difference into the future! Contact me at 
812-480-0204 or wallypaynter@aol.com for more information. 

TSA Educational Presentations 
Gay & Lesbian Images in American Film.  Lecture includes an over-
view of historical Hollywood and the fate of all minorities in American 
movies from silent era to 1970s.  Portions of the HBO Documentary 
“The Celluloid Closet” are used, as are brief film clips from other pre 
1967 American films depicting GLBT images.  
 The Hidden Holocaust: Lecture gives brief overview of the historical 
evolution of the GLBT population in Europe during the latter 19th and 
early 20th century,  culminating in the Gay Renaissance of Berlin in the 
1920’s.  The documentary Paragraph 175 is shown, presenting the few 
survivors of the Nazi death camps and their personal stories. 
 4000 Years of GLBT History: A power point presentation showing 
images from around the world of GLBT people and events from a little 
known Egyptian tomb from 2400 BC, to the current status of the cam-
paign for marriage equality in the US and Europe.   
For more info contact TSA VP Kelley Coures at kcoures@aol.com 
Working with Diverse Populations: We meet with substance abuse 
treatment facilities, churches, schools, social service and medical 
agencies, and university classes to talk about working with GLBT com-
munities in a culturally competent fashion. 
Current Issues in the HIV / AIDS Pandemic: From local to interna-
tional, get an update about the HIV / AIDS Pandemic, and find out how 
YOU can make a difference! 
For the final 2 presentations, contact Wally Paynter at 812-480-
0204 or wallypaynter@aol.com. 



Local, State & Federal Tax 
Return Preparation 

Kimberly Moyer 
(812) 589-7356 

Henderson Chevrolet 
MALCOLM COOK 

Sales & Leasing Executive 

812-455-5408 
270-826-7600 

Cross that money saving bridge to support TSA! 

 

Bring in this ad when you purchase a car from 
Malcolm & $100 will be donated to TSA 

Kinsey Institute Speaks at VU 
Jasper Campus on April 4 

On April 4th from 4-5:30pm, Vincennes University - Jas-
per Lecture Hall will be hosting the Kinsey Insti-
tute from Indiana University as they present 
‘Sexual Orientation: Our Lives, Our Stories'. This 
will be a panel of GLB individuals who will share 
information about their lives including: how they 
came to their own realization about their orienta-
tion, how they came out, to whom and any reac-
tions from family and friends, as well as talking 
about relationships, marriage, children, religion 
and whatever else the audience would like to ask 
them.  

 

The TSA Youth Group now meets every Saturday night 
at the TSA offices at 501 John Street.  We are still seeking donations of a 

TV, video games, DVDs and other items.  We also need donations sent to us at TSA Youth Group, PO 
Box 2901, Evansville, IN 47728.  Only with your help can we continue to expand. Thanks to everyone 
who has helped us so far! Contact Wally at 812-480-0204 or wallypaynter@aol.com to make a donation. 



Jim’s Photography 
 

Same sex weddings, portraits, individual & couples. 
Working to meet the photography needs of the 

GLBT community! 

812-306-3053  poweroftouch@att.net 

New Hope UCC 
1010 East Fourth Street 

Downtown Owensboro 
Worship Sundays at 11am 

www.newhopeucc.org 
God accepts you as you are and so do we.  

OWNER 
BRET W. ASHBY Color Specialist 
 

WHITE SANDS 
Hair & Nails 

    

2221 E. Morgan Ave.      Shop 437-9482 
Evansville, IN 47711      Cell/Voice Mail  205-5583 

UNITARIAN UNIVERSALIST 
CONGREGATION OF OWENSBORO 

WELCOMES YOU TO: 
Religious Education- Sunday @ 9:30 am 

Worship- Sunday @10:30 am 
Meditation- Thursday @ 6:30pm 

1221 CEDAR ST., OWENSBORO KY 42301  
(CORNER OF CEDAR & PARRISH) 

www.uucowensboro.org  270-684-1224 
An open and affirming congregation… 

WHERE FAITH & REASON COME TOGETHER 

The Rainbow Café 
(618) 521-2328 

www.rainbowcafe.org 
www.myspace.com/therainbowcafe 

Friday Drop-in 7—10pm 
A safe place for gay, lesbian, bisexual 

and transgender teens and their friends 

Zion United 
Church of Christ 

437 First St., Henderson, KY 
Sunday School - 9:30am Worship - 10:30am 
Church Phone: 270 826 0605 Rev. Phil Hoy: 812 437 9295 

"NO MATTER WHO YOU ARE OR WHERE 
YOU ARE ON LIFE'S JOURNEY, YOU ARE 

WELCOME HERE" 

Jim M. Willis 
(812) 909-1529 

 

 

Don’t Put It Off! Call for a Test Today!  
Free Syphilis, Chlamydia, & Gonorrhea Testing 

420 Mulberry St., Downtown Evansville 

812-435-5683 



For Those in Vanderburgh County 
By Rev. Kevin Fleming, Pastor, 1st Presbyterian Church, Evansville 

www.FirstPresEvansville.com 
Having watched the first round of the Vanderburgh County Commission’s hearing on the proposed changes to the Hu-
man Rights Ordinance, I feel that I must make a few points that, I believe, are at the forefront of the current debate. 
  
Gay, Lesbian, Bi-Sexual, and Transgendered (GLBT) people are citizens.  Period.  They work.  They pay taxes.  They 
fully participate in the civil life of the community.  And, yes, they vote.  They are full citizens of this nation, state, and 
county.  As such, they have the right to expect their elected officials to ensure their security and their ability to enjoy 
“life, liberty, and the pursuit of happiness,” as much as any other legally identified citizen of the nation, state, and 
county.  These are not “special rights.”  These are, in every sense, “equal rights” – rights that have been frequently de-
nied to GLBT people, once their sexual orientation and/or gender identity is known and exploited by a few who choose 
to practice hatred and discrimination.   
  
Any elected official who does not protect and ensure the rights of every citizen to the fullest of their ability to do so is 
unworthy of the office they hold.  It is, in essence, saying, “As a county commissioner, I realize that there are GLBT 
people in my constituency, but I can’t protect them from forms of hatred and discrimination.  I am powerless to do so.  If 
I protect the powerless, I will lose my job.”  That is not leadership.  That is bowing to intimidation.  That is coward-
ice.  Real leaders lead, even when the majority is against following them.   
  
Many from the Evangelical Christian community where in attendance at last evening’s meeting with their narrow view of 
God’s love in hand.  Many addressed the Commission with stinging words of bitterness, which were often preceded by 
the remark, “I love everyone, but…”  As a life-long student of the faith, including graduate and post-graduate studies in 
theology, and having served as a pastor for over 25 years, I can tell you that when someone says, “I love everyone” – 
they usually don’t.  The Commissioners may want to keep that in mind as they receive future testimony. 
  
I would also point out that Evangelical Christians don’t speak for all Christians.  Evangelicalism, especially in its funda-
mentalist forms, is a rather new evolution in the Christian faith.  Central to evangelical-fundamentalism is interpreting 
the words of Scripture in a literalistic way.  But, those who subscribe to this approach practice a “selective literal-
ism.”  While they emphasize the six or so verses of Scripture that make tangential reference to homosexuality, they 
conveniently overlook the mountain of verses that decry the rich oppressing the poor, the doing of justice, and God’s 
tendency to be at work on behalf of the underdogs.  Jesus of Nazareth reminds his followers that when they care for 
those the world refuses to care for, they are caring for him.  (Matthew 25)   
  
If the Commissioners are willing to yield to the pressure from literalist Christians, they may find themselves being asked 
to pass legislation that would deny athletics on Sundays, as that breaks the commandment in Exodus 20:8, though 
you’ll have to work out which day of the week is really the Sabbath.  Christians seem to think its Sunday, but that is the 
first day of the week, according to the Gospels of Matthew, Mark, Luke, and John, while Saturday is the Sabbath.  I 
would suggest consultation with the athletic directors of the various high schools in the EVSC to find out when the foot-
ball games will be scheduled.   
  
The Commissioners may also be asked to pass legislation that will require homes with mold to be torn down, in accor-
dance with Leviticus 14:43-47.  Barbeque restaurants serving pork will need to be closed, in accordance with Leviticus 
11:3.  Steak houses will need to be reminded that they may not serve steaks cooked in any way other than well done, in 
accordance with Leviticus 17:10 and Leviticus 19:26.  You will also need to pass legislation against fortune tellers and 



those who investigate the paranormal, in accordance with Leviticus 19:31.  If the Commissioners faced difficulties with 
the ban on smoking in public places, they have no idea what legislating a narrow, literalistic, legalistic interpretation of 
the Bible will bring. 
  
Frankly, this matter has nothing to do with religion, other than that which religious people want to make of it.  Religious 
homophobia is nothing new.  Many of our denominations have struggled with it for decades.  My own Presbyterian 
Church has only recently allowed for the leadership gifts of its GLBT children to be fully employed in recognized and 
ordained ministry.   
  
In my congregation are many committed gay couples – gay men and lesbian women.  They are among the most faith-
ful, most generous, and most compassionate of our members.  There are bi-sexual people in my congregation.  They, 
too, are faithful members who seek to share the love of God they have experienced for themselves.  And there are peo-
ple in the process of gender reassignment, who live in communion with God and their fellow disciples.   
  
That these people – who are my sisters and brothers – must ask for the members of our County Commission to recog-
nize them as full citizens of Vanderburgh County is abominable.  Citizenship has nothing to do with who we love.  Citi-
zenship has nothing to do with how we live in relationship with another.   
  
This is simply a matter of doing what is right for every citizen.  Period.  When we fail to protect the weakest members of 
our society, we fail to live the as the people we profess to be.  Freedom and justice is for all people.  I would expect our 
County Commissioners to do the right thing and approve these much needed changes to the Human Rights Ordinance. 
 

TSA Action Alert: 
April 2012 

 

Please write a letter to the Vanderburgh County Commissioners, asking them to approve add-
ing age, disability, gender identity and sexual orientation to the county’s civil rights code.  
Evansville’s City Council added this to the city’s civil rights code by a unanimous vote in De-
cember of 2011, and the change was approved by Mayor Jonathan Weinzapfel.  
 
Please send a letter to county commissioners at: 

 

   Vanderburgh County Commissioners 
   Room 305 Civic Center Complex 
   1 NW Martin Luther King, Jr. Blvd 
   Evansville IN 47708 

 
Please also send a copy of the letter to TSA, PO Box 2901, Evansville, IN 47728 



AIDS License Plates & 
Indiana Memorial Available 
The Indiana AIDS Memorial at Crown Hill Cemetery is 
a permanent memorial dedicated to the thousands of 

lives lost to the AIDS epidemic. It is located on the 
northeast corner of section 90 of Crown Hill Cemetery. 
Funding for the memorial was possible in part by the 

Joseph F. Miller Foundation.  For an order form, contact 
Jason of the Indiana AIDS Fund, 429 East Vermont 

Suite 300, Indianapolis, IN 46202 or call 317-630-1805, 
fax 317-630-1806. Also, please consider choosing 
the “To Your Health” License Plates at the Bureau 

of Motor Vehicles. Part of the pro-
ceeds will benefit the Indiana AIDS 

Fund! 

TSA Youth Group 
Needs Support! 

Help support the region’s GLBT youth under 
the age of 21.  Send a check to the TSA 

Youth Group, PO Box 2901, Evansville, IN 
47728, donate a meal or soft drinks by call-
ing 812-480-0204 or wallypaynter@aol.com, 

or donate on-line at www.TSAGL.org 

Volunteer 
Night 

Monday, April 30 
5-8pm, TSA Offices, 
501 John St., Evansville 

 

Free food & soft drinks, help with 
TSA Newsletter & safer sex kits 



Tri-State Alliance Thanks Vincennes University for a 
Successful 3rd Annual Vincennes / VU AIDS Walk 

The Tri-State Alliance thanks Vin-
cennes University, the VU Student 
Government Association, Cindy 
Beals, Christy Thornton and VU 
Pride for all of their hard work and 
support for the 3rd Annual Greater 
Vincennes / VU AIDS Walk.  Money 
was raised to help support HIV pre-
vention efforts and the Tri-State 
AIDS Holiday Project.  A special 
thanks to PACE for providing free 
HIV testing to 50 students at the 
event and for giving out educational 
materials. Also thanks to the Pa-
toka Valley HIV / AIDS Community 
Action Group for distributing con-
doms and providing HIV educa-
tional information at the Walk. 
GREAT JOB! T-shirts can still be 
purchased from Cindy Beals in the 
Student Life office at VU and dona-
tions can still be made at 
www.VincennesAIDSWalk.org. 



    According to Merriam-Webster there are at least eleven 
plus definitions and uses for the word “FAIR”.  Fair can 
mean “pleasing to the eye”; imply impartiality as in “fair per-
son to deal with”; equal as in he is “due a fair share”.  Fair 
can mean open to attack as “one is fair game”. A person 
can “be fair skinned”. Fair can be a noun, as in “that is a 
fair question”; “he is a fair person”.  Fair can be a place 
such as an “exposition that promotes the availability of ser-
vices or opportunities”.  Fair can mean “bright” or 
“unclouded” as in “fair weather”.  Or, Fair can reflect a 
proper balance of conflicting interests, or just, unbiased, 
dispassionate ways to act. 
    Ryan White was a fair haired, fair skinned, fairly healthy 
young male hemophiliac who caught an unfair break in life 
when he contracted the HIV virus, through no fault of his 
own, because of a tainted blood product.  The fair minded 
citizens of Indiana did not play fair and burned him out of 
house and home forcing him to move to another city.  In all 
fairness, these Hoosiers were frightened of the unknown 
but Ryan continued to be fair game for their ignorance and 
biased approach to fair and open discourse. 
    Van Morrison once sang, “People are Strange”.  Humans 

have a fair capacity for compassion and understanding in 
times of duress.  They have a greater capacity for hate 
and ignorance when perceptions are deemed different or 
unfair.  The county fair we call Vanderburgh has a chance 
to put “FAIRNESS” back into the hearts of all Hoosiers.  It 
has a dispassionate chance to get “WE THE PEOPLE” to 
begin talking TO each other, not ABOUT each other. 

FAIR by Denny Myers 

Denny Myers, FNP, AAHIVS, is a Nurse Practitioner at 
the Evansville Multi-Specialty Clinic who writes a monthly 
column in the TSA newsletter. He accepts new HIV, HCV 
& family practice patients. Board certified in Family Prac-
tice, he is the only HIV Certified 
Treatment Specialist in Southern 
IN. Certified with The American 
Academy of HIV Medicine. He has 
access to SMMC & Deaconess 
Hospitals. He accepts Medicare, 
Medicaid, Private Insurance, 
ICHIA and is on the Anthem 
panel.   He can be reached at 812
-475-1948 or 888-401-4DOC. 

 Join the Vanderburgh County Health Department 

 Free Nicotine Patch Program JUNE 2012 
 

The Vanderburgh County Department of Health will be offering six weeks of Free Nicotine Patches to help smokers quit! 

 

To be eligible the participant must:  Be 18 years old, Cannot be pregnant, Smoke at 
least one-pack a day, Obtain a doctor’s permission slip, Attend four one-hour classes  

 
The next set of classes will be held: June 5, 12, 19 and 26th at the Health Department located at 420 
Mulberry Street, Evansville. All classes start at 6:00 p.m. and last one hour 
 
To register, or if you have questions, please call Mary Jo Borowiecki, at 812-435-5807 or email her 
at mborowiecki@vanderburghgov.org.  Participants must attend all four classes to receive patches! 

 

Indiana Tobacco Quitline at 1-800-QUIT-NOW 



SIUC GLBT Awareness Week Planned for April 14-21 
   CARBONDALE—Saluki Rainbow Network and the Gay, Les-
bian, Bisexual, Transgender Resource Center at Southern Illi-
nois University have teamed to organize a weeklong campus 
celebration of the LGBT community. During the week, the 
groups will unveil their new educational campus campaign, 
Educate Before You Hate, which introduces facts and folks from 
the LGBT community.  
   This year’s celebration focuses on the importance of unity 
among the diverse LGBT community. Awareness Week activi-
ties have been held at SIU for nearly 25 years, said Wendy 
Weinhold, coordinator of the SIU GLBT Resource Center.  
   “I am so proud of our strides to activate and engage the cam-
pus and surrounding community. Saluki Rainbow Network is a 
terrific partner,” Weinhold said. “This year’s Awareness Week 
theme, ‘Unity Through Diversity,’ signals our efforts to respect 
and celebrate the complexity within our community.” 
   The week begins with an off-campus event, the Rainbow 
Café/ Carbondale GSA Prom April 14. This event is for people 
ages 13 to 19. Contact these organizations for more informa-
tion. 
   Monday SIU will host Shadowboxers Anonymous, a queer 
spoken word performance duo from California. The pair per-
forms at 7 p.m. in the Student Health and Wellness Center 
Auditorium. Shadowboxers are composed of Kim Johnson and 
Laura Yes Yes. Yes Yes recently released her first book, How 
to Seduce a White Boy in Ten Easy Steps, which was nomi-
nated for a National Book Award. 
   Tuesday’s events include free STD testing at the Student 
Health and Wellness Center, Safe Zone Training in the Student 
Center, and the Identities Film Festival. Wednesday, Tri-State 
Alliance representative Kelley Coures will speak about 
4,000 years of LGBT history at the Saluki Rainbow Network 
meeting. Scott Schackmann, the Saluki Rainbow Network sec-
retary, worked with Weinhold to plan the week’s schedule. 
   “Awareness week is an important event for our campus. It 
celebrates diversity, unity, conveys an open and accepting at-
mosphere of inclusion for our University, and provides aware-
ness and visibility for the various resources available to stu-
dents,” Schackmann said. 
   Thursday features the week’s keynote speaker, Ryan Conrad, 
who is the co-founder of Against Equality and a Ph.D. student 
in Sexuality Studies at Concordia University. Conrad describes 
himself as “an outlaw artist, terrorist academic, and petty thief 
who recently expatriated to Montreal from a mill town in central 
Maine.” Against Equality critiques mainstream gay and lesbian 
politics. 
   Friday is the annual Day of Silence. Friday’s events include 
activism and socializing. Saluki Rainbow Network will hold a 
silent daytime demonstration in the campus Free Forum Area 
by the Student Center. In the evening, Saluki Rainbow Network 
will host a Pride Potluck and Cookout at Bucky's Haven on 
Campus Lake. A second prom rounds out the week when 
Evansville, Indiana, hosts the 11th Annual Pride Prom.   
 

GLBT Awareness Week Theme: 
Unity Through Diversity 

 
April 14, 2012 – 8-11p, Rainbow Cafe/Carbondale GSA Prom. 

Folks ages 13-19 welcome. Carbondale Unitarian Fel-
lowship http://www.cuuf.net/rainbowcafe, Saluki Rain-
bow Network 41st Anniversary www.srn.rso.siuc.edu 

 
April 15, 2012 - Saluki Rainbow Network Game/Social night. 

 
April 16, 2012 – 10a-2p, Informational Tabling, Student Center 

(North End) "It gets better" video and unveiling of 
"Educate before you hate" 
7p, Shadowboxers Anonymous, queer spoken word 
performance duo, Student Health Center Auditorium 

 
April 17, 2012 - Free STD/HIV testing in the Student 
  Health and Wellness Center 

5p, Safe Zone Training, Student Center, Activity Room 
'D' 
6p, Identities Film Festival, Lawson Hall 141 
 

April 18, 2012 - 10a-2p, Informational Tabling, Student Cen-
ter (North End) "It gets better" video and unveiling of 
"Educate before you hate" 

 5:30p, Lucy Bledsoe meet and greet with SRN, Thebes 
Room 

6p-8p, Saluki Rainbow Network Meeting, 
Thebes Room, SIU Student Center 
"4,000 years of GLBT History" presented 
by Kelley Coures, Tri-State Alliance 

 

8pm Thebes Room, Southern IL AIDS 
Walk Volunteer Meeting 

 
April 19, 2012 - 7p, Ryan Conrad "Against Equality" Lawson 151 
 
April 20, 2012 - 10a-2p, Informational Tabling, Student Center 

(North End) "It gets better" video and unveiling of 
"Educate before you hate" 
Saluki Rainbow Network Free Forum "Day of Silence" 
Demonstration and NOH8 Photo shoot. 
5p-8p, Saluki Rainbow Network Pride Potluck & Cook-
out, Bucky's Haven on Campus Lake  

 

April 21, 2012 - 7pm,-12am, 11th  
Annual Pride Prom, Holiday Inn, 
Evansville, IN (sponsored by the Tri-
State Alliance) www.TSAGL.org 



Testimony of Garret Merriam, PhD, USI Assistant Professor of 
Philosophy at the March 19 Public Hearing for the Civil Rights 

Ordinance Before the Vanderburgh County Commissioners 
 
     Martin Luther King Jr. once said the moral arc of the universe is long but bends towards justice. I have 
taught applied ethics at USI for 4 years, talking to and hearing from thousands of students about their 
thoughts on applied moral and social issues. And they have a wide range of opinions on all sorts of 
issues--abortion, capital punishment, euthanasia--they are all across the board. But there is one issue 
where there is a near consensus and that is the rights of gay, lesbian, bisexual and transgendered people. 
This is the moral arc of the universe of which Dr. King spoke. I ask my students to think about that moral 
arc--to look back at where we were as a nation 100 years ago, 50 years ago. What moral mistakes did 
they make? What moral issues would you implore them to rethink? They always bring up two things: 
discrimination against women and discrimination against racial minorities. I then ask them to imagine what 
their own children; their grand children would say to this generation 50 or 100 years from now. What moral 
topic will they implore us to rethink?  
 
     And the resounding answer nearly every time I have asked this question has been our policies towards 
and our treatment of lesbian, gay, bisexual and transgendered people. So I ask the members of the 
committee and everyone present here today to think about how history will judge you. How your 
grandchildren will judge you. Because the arguments made here today against this ordnance--to the letter-
-are exactly the same arguments that were made against civil rights for ethnic minorities. White children 
will be in danger if they have to share bathrooms or dressing rooms with black children. It's not clean for 
black people to drink from the same water fountains as white people. Interracial marriage is a choice, so 
it's okay to discriminate against people in such marriages. It's a threat to our schools, our businesses and 
our churches to pass civil rights laws. It's unbiblical for the races to mix, but this is not about hate, it's 
about my right to not be subjected to their deviant lifestyle. It's a threat to the freedom of religion and a 
violation of the 1st amendment to recognize that these people are human beings, because God tells me 
that those people are an abomination.  
 
     I firmly believe that if Dr. King were here today he would tell you that no human being is an 
abomination. Gay people, no less than black people are human beings. As are lesbians, bisexuals, 
transgendered people, disabled people, older people and all of the people this ordinance protects, they 
are all human beings. Their rights are my rights, they are your rights, they are your children's rights and 
your grandchildren’s rights, they are human rights. That is what this ordinance is about, human rights. You 
do not want to go down in history as being against human rights. Because when you do that you strike 
fear and anger and pain into the hearts of your brothers and sisters. The moral arc of history is long, but it 
does bend towards justice and away from bigotry, and hate. It is time for Vanderburgh County to bend with 
it. Thank you. 
 
 

Visit the TSA web site and TSA facebook pages for media coverage and more information 
about our efforts to add age, disability, gender identity and sexual orientation to 

Vanderburgh County’s civil rights ordinance.  www.TSAGL.org 



TSA ACTION ALERT  
LETTERS NEEDED, ATTEND 

HEARING ON MONDAY, APRIL 9, 2012 

www.TSAGL.org 
 
Monday, April 9 from 3-5pm is Vanderburgh County’s second hearing on adding age, 
disability, gender identity and sexual orientation to the county’s civil rights ordinance.  A 
similar ordinance passed the Evansville City Council by a unanimous vote back in December.  The 
hearing will be held at Civic Center Room 301, 1 NW Martin L. King Jr. Blvd. in Evansville.  
Arrive early if you can, and monitor www.TSAGL.org for updates.   Whether you want to testify or 
not, please attend if at all possible.  And let your friends and family know of this important hearing.  
This is going to be the biggest discussion of gay, lesbian, bisexual and gender identity 
issues ever held in our area.  Our opponents are busy mobilizing people to attend.  We need 
YOUR help to get people to attend!  How else can you help?  Please write a letter and mail it 
to the County Commissioners, asking them to approve this ordinance.   

 
Here is a Sample Letter, but as always, please add your own words if at all possible.  
Your letter should be sent to:  Vanderburgh County Commissioners, Room 305 Civic Center 
Complex, 1 NW Martin Luther King, Jr. Blvd, Evansville IN 47708 

  
Dear County Commissioners, 
 
I support adding age, disability, gender identity and sexual orientation to the county’s civil rights ordinance. 
This is the right thing to do, and it is good for our economic development. 
 
Write a sentence or 2 if you want about why you personally want this change to happen. 
  
Sincerely, 
Your Name 
Your Address 
Your City / State / Zip 









 

Saturday, April 21, 2012 
 

At Vincennes University Jasper Campus, 

850 College Ave., Jasper, IN 

 

Walk Begins at 1:00 p.m. Eastern  

Registration and Walk Activities Begin at Noon 

 

Walk participants raising over $25  

will receive a Walk T-shirt. 

 
Register online at patokavalley.kintera.org or email 

dr_lechner@hotmail.com for sponsor envelopes.   
The Patoka Valley AIDS Community Action Group thanks the Tri-State Alliance AIDS 

Holiday Project for allowing us to use their secure on-line fundraising web site.  

 
All proceeds go toward providing emergency client assistance as well as education  

and awareness through the Patoka Valley AIDS Community Action Group. 



The Laramie Project 

Friday, April 27, 2012, 7pm 
1st Presbyterian Church, 609 SE 2nd St., Downtown Evansville 

A reception will immediately follow the performance 
Suggested minimum donation to attend: $5 a person, proceeds benefit the TSA Youth Group 

 

The church will also show the HBO movie based on this play on 
Wednesday, April 11 at 6pm 



Support 
Pride Prom! 
Buy a Pink Bow Tie For $1 

and put your name on it 
 

Thanks to the Brickhouse and to Someplace Else 
for supporting the local alternative prom!

 





The TSA Youth Group invites you to attend the 11th Annual GLBT 

Pride Prom 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Saturday, April 21  Airport Holiday Inn 
7101 US Highway 41 North, Evansville, Indiana 
Cost: $10 per person at the door 
7pm—12 midnight, Appetizers at 7pm 
Everyone is welcome, Security will be present 

www.TSAGL.org 



You are invited to attend the 11th annual

Saturday, April 21, 2012
7 p.m.–midnight

Holiday Inn
7101 U.S. Highway 41 North 

Evansville, IN
Everyone  Welcome

 $10 at the Door
Appetizers at 7 p.m.

Security Provided
Sponsored by the Tri-State Alliance

www.TSAGL.org

pride Prom
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AIDS Holiday Project 

Car Wash 
Saturday, April 28 
10am – 2pm, CVS 

Corner of Washington Ave. & US Hwy 41, Evansville 

Volunteers Needed to Help Wash Cars! 
www.AIDSHolidayProject.org 

 
Contact Wally at 812-480-0204 or 

wallypaynter@aol.com with 
questions or to volunteer 

 
That weekend we will be doing a 
VIRTUAL car wash as well.  We 

will ask supporters to publicize the 
following web site via facebook and 
social media, encouraging people to 

donate on-line: 
 

www.AIDSHolidayProject.org/CarWash 
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WHO KNEW?

It seems as though every 

election season, almost like 

clockwork, the gay marriage 

issue comes up. It’s a political 

tradition at this point, just like 

sex scandals and poorly mod-

erated debates. 

From constitutional amendments to California’s Prop-

osition 8, somehow the question of what, if anything, 

should be done about same-sex marriage rights once 

again enters the public dialogue, and suddenly opinions 

that have been kept personal all year are batted around 

left and right. 

Even though the issue doesn’t 

really have many verifiable, neg-

ative, far-reaching implications, 

presidential candidates must voice 

their opinions regarding gay mar-

riage, and sometimes votes are 

cast based on their answers.

Prop 8, for example, almost 

overshadowed the election of the 

nation’s first African-American 

president. Prop 8 — an initiative 

proposed on the California ballot 

during the 2008 general election to 

essentially ban gay marriage with-

in the state, throwing the status of 

same-sex marriages already per-

formed within the state into limbo — was an exclamation 

point on an already historic night.

Four years later, during another election season, Prop 

8 has made its way back into the news. A February ruling 

by the U.S. Ninth Circuit Court of Appeals rendered it un-

constitutional. Of course, the presidential candidates had 

something to say: Former House Speaker Newt Gingrich 

claimed “more Americans are being exposed to the rad-

ical overreach of federal judges and their continued as-

sault on the Judeo-Christian foundations of the United 

States,” while former Gov. Mitt Romney repeated how mar-

riage should be between a man and a woman. 

President Barack Obama didn’t directly comment on 

the situation, but White House press secretary Jay Carney 

was quoted as saying “[the president] has long opposed 

divisive and discriminatory efforts to deny rights and ben-

efits to same-sex couples.”

Oh boy. Here we go again.

This is almost certainly going to be an issue when the 

general election hits, especially if the case is taken all the 

way to the Supreme Court, as many believe it will. But this 

isn’t a legitimate issue. It’s a ploy made to lure in so-called 

“family values” voters and a way to distract from big is-

sues affecting the majority of Americans. Since the only 

people gay marriage will impact are homosexuals, these 

arguments just eat up time and push America farther be-

hind, since most of the West already has some kind of 

mechanism in place for gay families.

Let’s face it. Having enough of an opinion against gay 

marriage to invest millions of dollars, set up organizations 

opposing it, write lengthy essays 

condemning it and travel around 

spitting anti-gay rhetoric into any 

waiting microphone is like starting 

a national campaign against people 

that like butter pecan ice cream. 

Since heterosexuals have noth-

ing to lose and their fellow humans 

(who happen to be gay) have ev-

erything to gain, putting all this ef-

fort into it is just another sideshow 

attraction masquerading as an actu-

al political issue. 

As if that isn’t bad enough, think 

about all the ways the “sanctity of 

marriage” has been damaged by 

the very politicians looking to uphold it. Years back, mar-

ried Sen. Larry Craig was arrested for soliciting sex in a 

men’s bathroom. Most students can probably remember 

President Bill Clinton’s scandal with a White House intern. 

Now Gingrich is running for president, as his own infideli-

ties and troubled marriages come to light.

This isn’t really a question about tolerance. It’s a ques-

tion of what matters to voters: the bedroom activity of 

their neighbors or the big issues of our time. Gays have al-

ready married in some states and other countries, and the 

world hasn’t come to an end. Traditional marriages con-

tinue down the same paths with the same ups and downs. 

Disputes like Prop 8 are becoming tradition too, but this is 

one tradition American politics can definitely live without.

Vox Populi columnist A.J. Ogundimu is a junior creative 

writing major from Evansville, Ind.
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