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YEAR BEGINS WITH TRAGEDY 
   
    2017 had many successes, but it started with a tragedy. On Tuesday, Jan. 3, 15 year-old Roman M. 
Kellough killed himself in front of Central High School. According to his family he was bisexual and bullied 
relentlessly at school. This tragedy was compounded by an unresponsive church that refused to allow 
Roman’s casket to have a pride flag on it, which resulted in Roman’s visitation being moved. 
   On Jan. 12 TSA had a candlelight vigil outside of the Evansville Vanderburgh School Corporation meeting 
to remember Roman and to shine a light on the unmet needs of LGBTQ students at EVSC including bully-
ing. Addressing bullying at the Evansville Vanderburgh School Corporation and also educating LGBTQ 
youth on suicide prevention was a main focus of the Tri-State Alliance in 2017.  
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
   

The TSA Youth Group had a strong year, providing support to LGBTQ middle and high school students 
EVERY Saturday night of 2017, including holidays and days with bad weather. 
   On Jan. 19 TSA participated in the Ghostlight Project sponsored by Think Pink. Gathering outside of thea-
ters on the eve of the Presidential Inauguration, people joined in a collective, simultaneous action, together 
creating “light” for challenging times ahead. Inspired by the tradition of leaving a "ghost light" on in a dark-
ened theater, artists and communities will make or renew a pledge to stand for and protect the values of 
inclusion, participation, and compassion for everyone--regardless of race, class, religion, country of origin, 
immigration status, (dis)ability, gender identity, or sexual orientation. The Tri-State Alliance youth group also 
marched in the University of Evansville Martin Luther King. Jr. March. 
   Later that same night, on Jan. 19 TSA worked with the Rainbow Catholic Interfaith Coalition and held a 
town hall meeting on the topic of bullying at St. Lucas United Church of Christ. On Jan. 20 the Tri-State Alli-
ance was a co-sponsor of Liberty and Justice for All. This was held on the same day as the inauguration of 
our 45th President, to support liberty and justice for ALL communities, including the LGBTQ communities.  
A TSA Board member was one of the speakers. Also on Jan. 20 TSA President Wally Paynter served on a 
panel discussion to discuss hate crimes at the University of Evansville.  



   Tri-State Alliance 2017 Activities Continued 
 
On Jan. 28 a memorial service was held for Dr. Lisa Bishop, the Vincennes University Counseling Direc-
tor for 22 years and a member and friend of the Tri-State Alliance. On Jan. 28 the TSA Youth Group at-
tending the Bloomington LGBTQ Film Festival. 
   In February the Tri-State Alliance started an email campaign to EVSC school board members, asking 
them to add sexual orientation and gender identity to the school’s non-discrimination policy, to create 
LGBTQ-Straight Alliances at all EVSC high schools, and to increase training on bullying issues at EVSC. 
On Feb. 16 TSA and the RCIC held its 2nd meeting to discuss bullying issues at EVSC. On Feb. 28 TSA 
leaders and members participated in BRIDGE’s Beads of Privilege training, a discussion on racial is-
sues. On March 16 TSA and RCIC showed the film Bully and then had a group discussion. 
   On Feb. 27 a rally was held in Jasper to support LGBTQ youth. The rally was attended by TSA Youth 
Group members. From March through June TSA’s members and friends generated over 100 handwritten 
letters to each of the 7 EVSC school board members, asking them to be more responsive to the needs 
of LGBTQ students. EVSC leadership met with TSA in March, and during the summer they added sexual 
orientation but NOT gender identity to the school’s non-discrimination policy. TSA continued to push 
EVSC to add gender identity to their non-discrimination policy throughout the remainder of 2017. 
   On March 1 TSA participated in the Community Forum on Race & Gender Fairness in the Judicial Sys-
tem, sponsored by the Indiana Supreme Court’s Commission on Race & Gender Fairness. 
   Thanks to the work of the Tri-State Alliance and the leadership of Vanderburgh County Commissioners 
Cheryl Musgrave and Ben Shoulders, on March 21 the words sexual orientation and gender identity 
were added to the county’s non-discrimination ordinance. 



   The 16th annual TSA Pride Prom was held on April 8, with over 1,000 students attending. This is the 
signature event of the TSA Youth Group. Two TSA Youth Group volunteers attended the Human Rights 
Campaign Time to Thrive Conference, which focuses on working with LGBTQ youth. 



   On April 20 TSA and RCIC had a panel discussion of parents of LGBTQ students. On May 18 Brent-
wood Springs gave both groups a presentation on suicide prevention. On May 21 the Drop Dead Dar-
lings Burlesque & Variety Troupe held a fundraiser for the Tri-State Alliance at the Lucky Lady. 
   We had successful Pride months, including 38th annual TSA Pride Picnic in Evansville, 5th Annual Ow-
ensboro Pride Picnic. On June 6 TSA President spoke at the University of Evansville’s educational se-
ries, Rethinking Diversity Through Advocacy & Dialogue. On Friday June 9 a Pride Reception, Silent 
Auction and movie were held at Open Door Unitarian Church in Owensboro. On Monday, June 12 Hen-
derson Zion United Church of Christ co-sponsored an Orlando Memorial Service with the Tri-State Alli-
ance. On Father’s Day the TSA Support Group held a Trans Support Group Parents’ Day Event. A Pride 
service was held at St. Lucas United Church of Christ in Evansville. 





 
 

On July 19 
longtime TSA 
member and 
volunteer  
Mark X. Hatfield 
died. 



Tri-State Alliance 2017 Activities Continued 
 
   On July 20 and 27 TSA took its youth group members to see Angels in America at AMC Theatres, to see a 
live performance of this drama from London. 
   On July 21 a TSA Board member participated in BRIDGE’s event, If You Knew Me, You’d Love Me event. 
Sponsored by Bridge. 
   On July 22 TSA Youth Group members participated in a Unity Event sponsored by the Albion Fellows Ba-
con Center. On July 31 the TSA film series showed the film, Boy Meets Girl: Love Transends Gender. 
   On Aug. 5 TSA had a table at AT&T’s Diversity Festival. 
   On Aug. 10 BRIDGE, the African American Museum and Women in Faith held a training, Building Bridges 
Community Forum: Bystander Training Workshop. TSA leaders and TSA Youth Group members participated 
in the training. 
   On Aug. 12 the Tri-State Alliance had a table at the Madisonville Pride Event, with TSA Youth Group mem-
bers in attendance. 
   On Aug. 13 the 10th Annual TSA Celebrity Dinner was held and was a great success. Ben Shoulders and 
Dr. Ward Neff received trophies for having the most tips, and local HIV Nurse Practitioner Dennis Myers was 
presented with the Myreon Taylor HIV Leadership Award. 
   On Aug. 21 the TSA Diversity Film Series showed the film Saving Face. 
   Also in August TSA President Wally Paynter talked to the media in opposition to President Trump’s pro-
posed transgender military ban. 
   On September 9 TSA Youth group members and leaders participated in the Sept. 9 Lifesavers’ Walk, a local 
suicide prevention awareness walk. 
   On September 27, as part of the TSA Diversity Film Series and for National Gay Men’s HIV Awareness Day, 
the group showed the award-winning film How to Survive a Plague. 
   In late September members of the TSA Youth Group went to see the play Fun Home at the University of Ev-
ansville Theater, and then listened and asked questions during a panel discussion with the actors after the 
play. Fun Home is a musical adapted by Lisa Kron and Jeanine Tesori from Alison Bechdel's 2006 graphic 
memoir of the same name. The story concerns Bechdel's discovery of her own sexuality, her relationship with 
her gay father, and her attempts to unlock the mysteries surrounding his life. It is the first Broadway musical 
with a lesbian protagonist. 
   On September 21 TSA Pride Volunteer Whitney Patterson killed herself. A memorial service was held at La-
masco Bar & Grille in conjunction with News4U. 
   On Oct. 11 TSA held a local National Coming Out Day event. On Oct. 23 at the request of the TSA Presi-
dent, Piece of Cake signed onto an Amicus Brief with the Human Rights Campaign. HRC had a baker or ca-
terer in every state sign onto the brief, opposing the request of a Colorado baker who doesn’t want to serve 
LGBTQ couples. On Oct. 28 the 5th annual TSA Zombie Prom was held. In November Rev. Lori Keller 
Schroeder was honored by TSA for her years of HIV and civil rights work and leadership. 
   On Nov. 16 TSA and RCIC sponsored Dennis Myers talking about PREP, an HIV prevention pill. 
   On Nov. 17 Brian Bennett won the 5th Annual Mr. Heavensville competition, and Gretchin Irons and Dr. 
Paul Mick won the 1st Drag Heavensville competition. 
   On Nov. 20 the TSA sponsored 2 local events for Transgender Day of Remembrance. 
   TSA President Wally Paynter was one of 9 Hoosier activists featured in this film about the history of HIV / 
AIDS in Indiana. View this 34 minute film at https://vimeo.com/238787443 
   On Dec. 3 TSA co-sponsored a World AIDS Day Service with St. Lucas United Church of Christ, which 
kicked off the Tri-State Alliance’s annual AIDS Holiday Project. On Sunday Dec. 17 the TSA  AIDS Holiday 
Project worked with the UE Alumni Association for their first National Day of Service. 



Community Shows Support for TSA Celebrity Dinner 
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Community Shows Support for TSA Celebrity Dinner 



Brian Bennett wins Mr. Heavensville 2017! 



   This project is the successor project of the former BHIVES AIDS Christmas Project and Steven St. 
Julian’s project to purchase toys for kids whose families are impacted by HIV and AIDS. Over 400 low-
income households were helped in the Tri-State region, and each household received a $100 grocery 
store gift card.  
 

Thank you notes from AIDS Holiday Project Clients December 2017 
 
• I want to thank everyone for my holiday gift and to thank everyone for the gift of caring all year. To make 

things a happier holiday for everyone. Thanks and God Bless all staff & volunteers for your hard work. 
Randy. 

• Thanks so much for the gift card. The TSA Program really helping my family and I. Also the gifts that the la-
dies delivered to my house helped so much. I don’t know the ladies names but the four of them were so 
friendly. I truly appreciate what was done for my family. Thank you, Deborah 

• This gift couldn’t have come at a better time. I was able to get new tired on my car just before the snow and 
ice this week. My old tires were bald and had to put air in every two days. Now I can get to work safely. 
Thank you so much for your gift. Stan 

• I would like to say thank you. Me and my family’s truly grateful. And bless, thanks to you all since I have 
moved down here. Xmas has been a blessing and very nice. I can’t afford a lot of things you all have gotten 
for us. Thank you very very much and God Bless. Cassandra 

• Thank you so much for the gift card!! You guys were a big help and a wonderful blessing this Holiday Sea-
son!! Keep up the great work…Thanks again, Michael 

• Hello, Hello, I want to thank the Tri-State Alliance project for blessing me with such a generous holiday gift. 
Your organization shows the tri-state and surrounding states that someone cards. Thanks again and God 
bless. 

• Thank you very much. I have had this for a long time. You all have helped me a lot. Thank you. Jeffery 
• Dear TSA, thank you so much for everything me. We really appreciate it with all of our hearts. Thank you 

very much. Sidney 
• I would like to thank the TSA for blessing me and my family this holiday season. We are truly grateful for your 

kindness. I’m grateful for those who support and volunteer to make this possible. I definitely would like to 
start volunteering to keep the organization going. Thanks again, Robert 

• Thanks for your generosity and kindness was much appreciated this Holiday Season. Thank you for all that 
you and your volunteers do throughout the year. Thank you, Dave 

• 2017  was such a hard year on me and my children so I want to say thank you so very much. Without the 
help of the holiday project our Christmas would have been even worse. Sending love to everyone who 
helped make it possible. William & kids 

• Because of hearts and spirits as are yours, a journey which has huge fears and despair, those pains and 
fears are absorbed in your kindness and uplifting support. Thanks from my heart. Your pal, Al. 

• The Tri-State Alliance AIDS Holiday Project did indeed brighten our Christmas! We eagerly await the Christ-
mas gifts each year. May God bless all who were involved in this endeavor. We remember our benefactors in 
prayer each day. Thank you, Loretta and family 

• I would like to thank all the volunteers at the Tri-State Alliance AIDS Holiday Project for their generosity. Rod-
ney 

• Every year your generosity brings incredible joy to our home. We thank you and pray the Lord continues to 
bless you! 

• When I first opened up my card, I was literally struck speechless. After I regained a modicum of composure, 
through the tears in my eyes, all I can mutter was “Wow!” Thank you so so much Wally and TSA Holiday 
Project for all you do to help those less fortunate during the holiday season! Brian 



Thank you notes from AIDS Holiday Project Clients December 2017 
 
• I was expecting (hoping) for $25…the $100 was unbelievable…t-shirts, socks, BVDs, sweatpants, and good nour-

ishing food! Many thanks! Jay 
• Thank you so very much! I’m so thankful with tears in my eyes! God bless you all in Jesus holy and might name! 

What you are doing to help people is so wonderful. Thank you again! Love, Melinda 
• TSA  AIDS Holiday Project, I would like to thank everyone who participates in making our holidays special. Your 

gifts are greatly appreciated. Thank you, David 
• Wally & the TSA Holiday Project helpers, In these dark days represented by so much hate, violence and prejudice, 

it is such a welcome gift to know some of us are still human and know how to treat others with kindness and love 
despite our differences. My family has been blessed for quite a few years with help at holiday times from you and 
your volunteers. You are always in my prayers and in the Lord’s eye I’m sure. Please do not give up your feelings of 
hope. I know I will try not to. Feeling very grateful and blessed. Kim 

• Thank you for the Wal-Mart gift card. It is greatly appreciated, without it Christmas would not have been possible. 
Again, Thank You! Chris 

• Want Want to say thank you for your generosity for my family & self at this time of year. We had a wonderful Xmas. 
Again thank you. Respectfully, Don 

• Thank you Wally and TSA! Bud 
• Jim and LaDonna want to thank you for the gifts. 
• Thank you. I really appreciate everything that you all done for me and my family. 
• My family would like to thank you for all the help you have offered to our family for this holiday. Thanks so much it 

was helpful! Love, Bruce 
• Tri-State Alliance and Wally Paynter, thank you guys so much. I received your gift card and very generous gift. It 

came at the perfect time, actually, because I was preparing to be low on money until payday the next week. God 
bless each of you and thanks for doing the tSA Holiday Project for people like me. Ryan 

• Just want to give a huge thank you to TSA for the wonderful, blessed Christmas my children and I were able to en-
joy this year due to the help we were given. From the presents to the gift card, this program has truly been a bless-
ing to myself and family. May God continue to bless you all! More thanks than I could ever give, Miranda 

• Thank you for making our Christmas extra special this year. Your generosity was so helpful and we were so thankful 
for all the great gifts and necessities. From Beth & Family 

• Thank you!! Wally and TSA for the gift card. It was a huge blessing and I so much appreciate it. You guys are the 
best. John 

• Thank you for your generosity. My family is grateful for your organization, who does such nice things for the AIDS / 
HIV community. Your blessing couldn’t have come at a better time, it lifted a grey cloud from over my head. Thanks 
you, Matt 

• Dear Wally, Thanks for the gift card I really appreciate it, because I had to use the money I had to pay for cataract 
surgery. So it helped me with my groceries. Thanks a million. Robert 

• Mr. Paynter, thank you so much for the gift card. I have needed to get a winter coat and now I can. I can’t tell you 
how much I appreciate that. God bless you and your program. Jeff 

• Just  a note to say thank you for everything!! Dan 
• Dear AIDS Holiday Project, I just wanted to take a minute to say thank you! Without your good work, my Christmas 

would be very dismal and alone. So thank you for showing me that someone does care. Gary 
• Thank you so much. Sometimes I feel forgotten. It is so nice to know that people care. Warmest Wishes and 

Thanks. D 
• Thank you all you have done for me through the holiday season. I got all I had wished on Christmas and this gift 

card couldn’t have come at a better time. Peace & Love, Jeff 
• Thank you so much for the gift card. It will be a huge help. Randy 
• Wally, I never ask for anything because I want to make sure those really needing the help gets it. And, every year I 

receive a gift card from TSA. You have no idea how much that really helps me out. Thank you from the bottom of 
my heart for your kindness. Love & Prayers, David 



 

The Tri-State Alliance Board of Directors would like to thank our donors,  
volunteers, youth group members and their parents for all of your support 

during 2017. Our success only happens because of your support. 
 

2017 Accomplishments Include: 
 

• The TSA Youth Group met 52 times in 2017, providing much-needed services to at-risk 
LGBTQ middle and high school students; 

• The TSA Youth Group started meeting once or twice a month on Sunday afternoon in Ow-
ensboro, Kentucky; 

• TSA sponsored HIV educational events in Carbondale IL, Evansville & Vincennes, IN; and 
Owensboro, Kentucky. 

• The TSA Youth Group sent 2 representatives to the Time to Thrive Conference sponsored 
by the Human Rights Campaign in Washington, D.C., to attend workshops held by profes-
sionals who work with LGBTQ students. Also based on the recommendation of the Tri-
State Alliance, the Evansville Vanderburgh School Corporation sent their Diversity Director 
to attend the same conference. 

• Sponsoring successful LGBTQ Pride events in both Evansville and Owensboro; 
• The TSA Transgender Support Group met 52 times in 2017 and had 2 successful 

Transgender Day of Remembrance events, one with media in attendance and one without 
media. 

• TSA sponsored numerous educational events that focuses on bullying and suicide-
prevention; 

• The Vanderburgh County Commissioners added sexual orientation and gender identity to 
the county’s human relations ordinance thanks to the efforts of the Tri-State Alliance; 

• The Evansville-Vanderburgh School Corporation added sexual orientation to their EEOC 
non-discrimination policy, increased training and established an LGBTQ/Straight Alliance 
in each high school….TSA continues to recommend that the EVSC School Board add gen-
der identity to their EEOC non-discrimination policy; 

• Pride Prom was a great success and was attended by over 1,000 LGBTQ middle and high 
school students from throughout our region; 

• Successful Pride events were held in Evansville and Owensboro; 
• The TSA Celebrity Dinner received support from throughout the community and remains 

the best-attended and most successful HIV fundraising in our region. Jeff Bowen, formerly 
of Owensboro, provided the entertainment at the event; 

• The Mr. Heavensville competition kicked off the AIDS Holiday Project, which served over 
400 low-income households impacted by HIV / AIDS throughout our region. 

• On June 6 the TSA President spoke at the University of Evansville as part of their Re-
Thinking Diversity through Advocacy and Dialogue Series. 



Dr. Paul Mick & 
Gretchin Irons 
Won the Drag  
Heavensville 
Competition 





TSA Helped with Regional AIDS Walk in 2017! 







2017 Community Updates from the TSA Newsletter 



2017 Community Updates from the TSA Newsletter 







 

2017 Community Updates from the TSA Newsletter 



2017 Community Updates from the TSA Newsletter 







2017 Community Updates from the TSA Newsletter 


































